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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  ON  RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

To  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  1935: 

1.  Yearly  Meeting  Committees :  This  Board  has  accomplished  its 
promotion  work  through  Yearly  Meeting  committees.  More  than 
10,000  copies  of  pamphlets  and  folders  have  been  distributed,  free, 
through  them.  Contacts  with  local  Bible  schools  have  been  estab- 
lished through  these  committees.  The  programs  and  methods  of 
work  of  one  Yearly  Meeting  have  been  received  and  circulated 
among  the  others.  Information  has  been  sent  to  each  Yearly  Meet- 
ing concerning  Leadership  Training  credits  and  chartered,  organized 
classes. 

2.  Field  Secretary:  Being  financially  assisted  by  the  Publication 
Board,  this  Board  placed  Marie  Cassell  in  the  field  from  August  1, 
1928  to  January  1,  1931,  and  again  from  September  1,  1931  to 
December  15,  1931.  North  Carolina  Friends,  in  addition,  employed 
her  for  work  in  their  own  Yearly  Meeting  for  a  few  months  in  1934. 

She  visited  most  of  the  Yearly  Meetings,  at  least  once.  She  held 
conferences  in  a  large  number  of  Quarterly  and  local  meetings; 
interviewed  Bible  School  superintendents;  spoke  before  various 
groups;  conducted  Leadership  Training  classes;  established  Vacation 
Church  Schools;  secured  the  use  of  Friends  literature  and  in  other 
ways  stimulated  our  Bible  School  work.  A  very  distinct  loss  was  suf- 
fered, in  every  phase  of  the  work,  when  funds  were  no  longer  made 
available  for  her  continuance. 

3.  Cooperation  with  Other  Boards:  Advances  have  been  made  to 
other  Boards  toward  cooperative  efforts  in  the  field  of  Religious 
Education.  Special  efforts  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
Boards  of  Missions,  Peace,  Publication  and  Young  Friends.  Some 
of  these  efforts  have  resulted  in  actual  achievements,  but  not  as 
much  was  accomplished  as  may  in  the  future  be  worked  out. 

Contacts  with  our  Colleges  have  resulted  in  quite  a  few  students 
receiving  Leadership  Training  credits  for  their  work  in  college. 

A  few  Yearly  Meeting  committees  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  drafting  courses  of  study  for  prospective  ministers  have  been 
assisted. 

4.  State  Councils:  In  those  states  where  Friends  are  found  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  warrant  the  action,  arrangements  have  been 
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made  whereby  Friends  were  represented  on  the  Councils  of  Chris- 
tian Education.  Yearly  Meetings  have  been  urged  to  continue  their 
cooperative  relationships  with  the  Councils  and  to  give  to  their  finan- 
cial support. 

5.  International  Council  and  World's  Association:  Money  grants 
have  annually  been  made  to  each  of  these  organizations.  In  many 
other  ways  the  Board  has  had  a  part  in  these  larger  programs  of 
Christian  Education. 

Representatives  from  the  Board  have  served  on  the  Executive 
Committee,  Educational  Commission,  Advisory  Sections,  Standing 
committees,  and  special  committees  of  the  International  Council. 

Some  very  definite  values  have  come  to  Friends  by  these  co- 
operative relations.  From  the  Council  a  considerable  number  of 
pamphlets  and  booklets  has  been  received  and  distributed  to  a  large 
number  of  leaders  and  committees. 

Conventions,  conferences  and  camps  have  been  announced  and 
have  been  attended  by  various  Friends.  Annually  Friends  have 
received  a  scholarship  which  has  made  it  possible  for  several  young 
Friends  to  attend  the  International  Council  Camps. 

Not  alone  have  Friends  received  benefits  from  the  Council,  but 
there  are  reasons  to  think  that  Friends  have  made  their  contribu- 
tions, aside  from  the  small  financial  aid  given. 

6.  Pamphlets:  Pamphlets  have  been  issued  on  the  following  sub- 
jects: Leadership  Training,  Sunday  School  Improvement,  Objectives 
in  Christian  Education,  Explanation  of  the  Standard,  A  Friends 
Standard,  Friendly  Books,  The  Church  Vacation  School,  A  Standard 
Wall  Chart. 

7.  Organized  Classes:  Following  numerous  requests,  a  new  attrac- 
tive Charter  was  designed.  These  have  been  issued  to  Young  Peo- 
ple's and  Adult  Organized  Classes  upon  application  and  an  indication 
of  having  met  certain  requirements.  The  numbers  now  granted  are 
Young  People,  137;  Adults,  127.  Charter  Classes  are  registered  in 
12  Yearly  Meetings. 

At  first,  Bulletins  were  sent  to  these  classes.  Later  special  mate- 
rials were  printed  in  The  American  Friend  and  copies  of  that  paper 
were  sent  to  the  classes. 

8.  Our  Symbol:  Working  in  line  with  the  action  of  the  Publica- 
tion Board  in  selecting  the  name  William  Penn  to  designate  its 
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Bible  School  helps,  this  Board  placed  a  picture  of  Penn  on  all  of 
its  pamphlets. 

9.  Standard  B:  Standard  B,  issued  by  the  International  Council, 
this  Board  cooperating  in  its  construction,  has  been  recommended 
for  use  among  Friends.  For  the  help  of  those  Yearly  Meetings  and 
local  Bible  School  desiring  a  more  simple  Standard,  a  Friends 
Standard  was  issued. 

10.  Twenty-jive  Denominations  Surveyed:  Our  Board  joined 
with  these  denominations  in  making  a  survey  of  the  Religious  Edu- 
cation work  being  undertaken  by  each.  In  financial  support  it  was 
found  that  these  denominations,  as  a  whole,  averaged  11  cents  per 
capita.  Friends  ranked  the  lowest  of  them  all  with  only  three  cents 
per  capita.  This  survey  was  made  a  few  years  ago,  since  which 
time  Friends  have  surely  not  improved. 

11.  Church  Vacation  Schools:  Various  names  have  been  in  popular 
use  for  these  Schools,  but  this  is  the  official  name,  adopted  by  the 
International  Council  and  approved  by  this  Board. 

Early  in  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  considerable  work  was 
done  in  arousing  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  Church  Vacation  School 
movement,  with  satisfactory  results.  Schools  were  started,  a  large 
number  of  pupils  attended  and  very  gratifying  results  were  obtained. 
Many  of  these  Schools  have  been  maintained  through  the  years. 

From  the  beginning  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  adequate  reports  of 
the  Schools.  It  seemed  impractical  to  ask  Yearly  Meetings  to  adopt 
a  uniform  system  of  report  blanks.  For  three  years  no  effort  has 
been  made  to  gather  statistics.  Yearly  Meeting  Minutes,  however, 
indicate  that  there  are  many  such  Schools  doing  abiding  work. 

12.  Special  Movements:  Cooperative  relations  have  been  estab- 
lished and  maintained  with  numerous  interdenominationally  man- 
aged movements,  more  or  less  related  to  the  work  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation. Among  these  are  those  that  have  fostered,  in  a  rather  large 
way,  the  Church  Vacation  School,  the  Week-day  Schools  of  Reli- 
gion, Peace  instruction,  Missions,  Religious  Education  Week,  Recog- 
nition of  Teachers,  International  and  World  Conventions. 

13.  The  American  Friend:  Articles  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects  in 
the  general  field  of  Religious  Education  have  been  written  by  writers 
who  have  been  secured  by  this  Board.  Book  reviews  of  books 
treating  this  field  have  been  furnished  from  time  to  time. 
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14.  Leadership  Training:  With  the  exception  of  the  field  work 
done  by  Marie  Cassell,  the  work  of  Leadership  Training  leads  all 
other  phases.  More  and  more  there  is  evidence  of  increased  interest 
in  and  a  recognition  of  the  worth  of  Leadership  Training. 

Figures  do  not,  of  course,  tell  all  the  story,  but  they  reveal  the 
following: 


Yearly  Meetings 

Individuals  Earning  Credits 

No.  of  Credits 

New  England 

42 

119 

New  York 

125 

262 

Philadelphia 

67 

"5 

Baltimore 

76 

114 

North  Carolina 

130 

186 

Wilmington 

35 

5i 

Ohio 

22 

26 

Indiana 

4i5 

1072 

Western 

367 

732 

Iowa 

418 

1317 

Nebraska 

142 

290 

Kansas 

141 

321 

California 

237 

533 

Oregon 

10 

10 

Thirty-six  have  completed  the  120  hours  of  work  needful  for 
receiving  the  Standard  Diploma.  These  are  distributed  by  Yearly 
Meetings  as  follows:  Iowa,  25;  Western,  1;  Indiana,  2;  California,  5; 
Kansas,  3.  There  are  now  136  persons  who  have  six  or  more  credits 
toward  the  twelve  needed  for  the  Diploma.  Altogether  there  have 
been  2,232  persons  who  have  earned  a  total  of  5,148  Standard  Lead- 
ership Training  credits.  With  the  New  Leadership  Training  Courses, 
which  are  more  simple  and  more  practical,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  immediate  future  will  see  much  more  work  accomplished. 

15.  Conclusion:  The  future  of  this  work  is  just  as  bright  as  the 
support  the  Five  Years  Meeting  will  make  it.  Religious  Education 
is  no  longer  confined  to  the  one  session  of  the  Bible  School.  The 
Church  Vacation  and  the  Week-day  Schools,  the  Leadership  Train- 
ing Classes  and  Schools,  and  the  growing  concern  for  an  educational 
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approach  to  and  method  in  every  department  of  Church  work,  make 
it  imperative  that  a  very  careful  estimate  of  this  entire  work  shall 
be  made.   Large  plans  should  be  formulated  for  the  adequate  financ- 
ing and  manning  of  this  Board  for  the  next  period  of  service. 
On  behalf  of  the  Board, 

Edgar  H.  Stranahan,  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  ON  PROHIBITION  AND 
PUBLIC  MORALS 

To  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  1935: 

It  is  fitting  that  this  Report  should  begin  with  a  recognition  of 
the  long  and  faithful  service  of  its  Chairman,  S.  Edgar  Nicholson, 
whose  death  occurred  October  17,  1934.  His  life-long  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  Temperance,  coupled  with  unusual  ability,  keen  judg- 
ment and  kindliness  of  manner,  made  him  an  outstanding  leader 
in  this  field.  For  many  years  he  held  an  official  position  in  the 
Anti-Saloon  League,  so  that  he  was  familiar  with  all  legislation  on 
this  subject  and  eminently  fitted  to  speak  for  us  before  Congres- 
sional Committees.  Our  Board  on  Prohibition  and  Public  Morals 
was  highly  favored  that  he  gave  so  much  of  his  time  and  thought 
to  its  interests.  Indeed,  the  work  of  this  Board  has  been  so  largely 
the  work  of  its  Chairman  that  it  is  difficult  for  any  one  else  to  give 
any  adequate  report  of  its  activities  without  his  advice  and  counsel. 
We  can  only  go  over  the  files  of  correspondence  and  the  statements 
sent  out  by  our  Board,  and  cull  the  things  that  seem  most  important. 

As  heretofore,  the  Board  has  endeavored  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  Temperanc?  Committees,  Ministers  and  workers  in  our  Five  Years 
Meeting,  seeking  to  uphold  and  strengthen  the  interest  among  our 
own  members.  To  this  end,  letters  and  bulletins  were  sent  out 
frequently,  calling  attention  to  the  points  upon  which  special  empha- 
sis'was  needed  at  the  time,  and  offering  to  aid  with  plans,  informa- 
tion, literature,  or  financial  assistance  if  necessary.  Often  with 
these  were  sent  pertinent  statements  put  out  by  other  Church  Boards 
or  by  other  temperance  organizations,  with  samples  of  valuable  leaf- 
lets. Some  of  these  bulletins  were  offered  to  the  Press  and  were 
printed  in  such  papers  as  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  Tribune,  and 
Times,  and  the  Philadelphia  Bulletin.  Many  such  articles  from  his 
pen  were  printed  in  other  papers  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
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Our  Chairman  kept  in  close  touch  with  all  outstanding  temperance 
organizations.  Many  miles  of  travel  and  many  days  of  time  were 
given  to  consultations  with  leaders  in  temperance  movements  and 
to  attending  conferences.  In  all  groups  in  which  our  Board  was 
entitled  to  representation,  as  "The  National  Temperance  and  Prohi- 
bition Council,''  and  the  earlier  "Conference  of  Organizations  Sup- 
porting the  Eighteenth  Amendment,"  he  was  our  delegate  as  long 
as  health  permitted,  always  taking  an  active  part.  It  is  difficult  to 
draw  a  sharp  line  of  distinction  between  the  work  he  did  for  our 
Board  and  that  for  other  organizations,  but  since  it  was  all  done 
for  the  advancement  of  the  same  cause,  all  was  in  some  measure  an 
asset  to  our  Board.  He  represented  the  Five  Years  Meeting  on  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  and  highly 
valued  his  connection  there,  but  his  special  interest  was  to  develop 
more  activity  along  temperance  lines.  His  ideal  was  that  their 
"Commission  on  the  Church  and  Social  Service"  should  develop  a 
constructive  plan  for  temperance  education  which  would  serve  as  a 
standard  for  Church  Boards  generally,  and  the  courteous  reception 
he  was  receiving  led  him  to  feel  that  he  was  making  real  progress  in 
this  line. 

Requests  for  literature  came  to  him  from  far  and  wide,  and  hun- 
dreds of  pages  were  sent  out  each  year,  some  which  he  had  written, 
and  some  which  he  had  selected.  Students  and  others  wrote  for  in- 
formation and  counsel,  and  these  always  met  a  ready  response.  Some 
requests  for  literature  have  been  received  and  supplied  since  our 
Chairman's  death,  one  book  and  pamphlet  going  so  far  as  to  a 
Friend  in  Australia. 

In  193 1  the  following  books  were  furnished  to  the  Lending  Library 
of  the  Friends  Board  of  Missions:  "'The  Noble  Experiment."  by 
Irving  Fisher;  "When  the  Brewers  Had  the  Strangle  Hold,"  by 
Ernest  Gordon;  "The  Evolution  of  Prohibition  in  the  United  States,'' 
by  Ernest  H.  Cherrington;  "Prohibition  and  Prosperity,"  by  Samuel 
Crowthers;  "Prohibition,  Its  Industrial  and  Economic  Aspects,"  by 
Professor  Herman  Feldman ;  "Alcohol  and  Human  Life,"  by  Court- 
ney C.  Weeks;  "Handbook  of  Modern  Facts  About  Alcohol,"  by 
Cora  Frances  Stoddard.  In  February.  1932,  subscriptions  to  The 
Union  Signal  were  sent  to  four  of  our  women  missionaries  in  other 
countries. 
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The  various  individuals  on  our  Board  have  done  good  work  in 
their  own  communities,  but  because  it  was  so  seldom  possible  to  have 
a  meeting  of  even  our  Executive  Committee  we  looked  to  our  Chair- 
man to  initiate  and  carry  out  plans,  giving  our  comment  and  ap- 
proval as  occasion  required. 

We  are  now  faced  with  a  change  in  our  Federal  Administration  in 
regard  to  the  traffic  in  alcoholic  liquors  which  necessitates  some 
changes  in  our  methods  of  work,  but  we  are  not  ready  to  yield  to 
the  liquor  interests  the  right  to  build  up  a  licensed  traffic  in  such 
liquors  and  exploit  the  people  of  our  nation  for  their  Own  gain.  In 
the  words  of  our  Chairman,  written  about  two  years  ago,  and  they 
are  no  less  true  today,  ''America  needs  yet  to  learn  that  the  right  of 
individuals  and  groups  to  the  use  of  liquor,  or  their  right  to'  have  a 
chance  to  get  it,  is  not  superior  to  the  right  of  all  other  citizens  and 
the  social  order  that  constitutes  the  nation,  to  be  protected  from  the 
generally  recognized  evils  arising  from  its  traffic  and  use."  It  is  our 
task  now  to  build  a  public  sentiment  that  will  support  that  view. 

We  would,  therefore,  stress  the  need  for  more  constructive  educa- 
tional work  among  our  young  people.  Our  meetings  should  see  to  it 
that  an  interested  and  competent  person  is  in  charge  of  this  work  in 
every  Yearly,  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meeting,  in  every  Bible  School 
and  Young  People's  group,  or  wherever  there  is  opportunity  to  work 
with  children.  Our  own  members  are  our  first  responsibility,  but  we 
must  not  stop  there.  We  particularly  need  to  restore  in  our  Public 
Schools  courses  in  Scientific  Temperance  Instruction,  using  up-to-date 
methods  and  facts  gathered  from  present-day  conditions,  avoiding 
exaggeration  and  unsupported  claims;  to  emphasize  self-control  and 
discipline  in  all  phases  of  life,  of  which  discipline  total  abstinence 
from  alcoholic  liquors  is  an  important  part. 

Adults  are  also  in  need  of  education.  How  far  we  failed  in  our 
responsibility  to  exercise  the  right  of  franchise  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  was  repealed  by  less  than  one-fourth 
of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  country.  Now  we  see  on  every  hand 
evidences  of  the  falsity  of  the  promises  made  by  the  repealists.  None 
of  their  systems  of  control  has  been  able  to  lessen  the  evils  which 
the  traffic  imposes  upon  society.  We  believe  that  prohibition  of  the 
traffic  must  be  our  ultimate  goal.  Meanwhile  individuals  and  local 
organizations  should  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  developments  in  their 
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own  communities  so  that  definite  facts  will  be  available  on  which  to 
base  state  or  national  legislation. 

We  need  also  to  use  our  influence  to  help  secure  legislation  pro- 
hibiting all  forms  of  advertising  of  alcoholic  beverages  and  nar- 
cotics; our  individual  protests  against  the  advertisements  that  come 
into  our  homes  in  our  newspapers  and  magazines  and  by  radio,  if 
given  in  the  right  spirit,  may  accomplish  more  than  we  think. 

It  is  imperative  that  we  keep  our  contacts  with  other  organizations 
and  groups  working  for  the  same  cause  in  order  that  we  may  be 
well  informed,  that  we  may  cooperate  with  them  in  making  plans 
and  that  we  may  be  ready  to  combine  our  strength  with  theirs  in 
carrying  out  the  plans  upon  which  we  can  agree.  Friends  cannot  do 
this  work  alone. 

We  are  not  unmindful  that  the  scope  of  our  Board  covers  other 
moral  questions  with  which  we  are  deeply  concerned  and  for  which 
we  have  a  corporate  responsibility.  While  no  material  is  at  hand 
on  which  to  base  a  report  of  activity  along  these  lines,  we  doubt 
not  that  much  work  has  been  done  by  Friends  as  individuals  and 
as  groups,  in  bearing  testimony  against  such  evils  as  improper  litera- 
ture, unclean  movies,  divorce,  lotteries,  and  other  forms  of  gambling. 
The  moral  let-down  of  the  times  must  impress  us  with  the  necessity 
of  greater  activity  in  seeking  to  remedy  these  conditions. 

It  is  important  at  this  time  that  Friends  should  let  their  position 
be  known  and  their  influence  be  felt  on  great  moral  questions; 
therefore  we  submit  the  following  statement  for  your  consideration, 
and  such  action  as  may  be  approved: 

"Believing  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  is  an 
evil  that  should  not  have  the  sanction  and  protection  of  our  govern- 
ment, and  seeing  on  every  hand  evidences  of  the  failure  of  the  re- 
legalized  traffic  to  lessen  the  problems  of  drunkenness  and  crime, 
we  urge  Friends  to  use  their  influence  and  their  votes  to  secure  the 
abolition  of  the  traffic  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  all  political  units, 
local,  county,  state  and  national;  meanwhile  keeping  a  watchful  eye 
on  developments  in  our  own  communities,  in  our  nation  and  in  other 
countries  so  that  we  may  have  facts  available  upon  which  to  base 
future  legislation. 

"We  would  encourage  Friends  to  maintain  our  testimony  by  pre- 
cept and  by  example,  in  favor  of  total  abstinence  for  the  individual. 
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We  are  not  in  sympathy  with  those  who  advocate  the  moderate  use 
of  alcohol  as  a  way  to  solve  the  liquor  problem. 

"We  are  alarmed  at  the  large  amount  of  advertising  by  the  press, 
the  radio,  and  other  agencies,  of  liquor  and  narcotics,  and  we  favor 
a  ban  on  all  such  efforts  to  encourage  and  increase  their  use. 

"We  are  unalterably  opposed  to  the  licensing  of  such  evils  as  lot- 
teries, race  tracks,  and  other  forms  of  gambling,  and  of  the  liquor 
traffic,  in  order  to  raise  revenue  for  our  government. 

"Realizing  the  vast  power  of  the  motion  picture  industry,  and  the 
great  influence  of  moving  pictures  upon  the  morals  of  our  people, 
we  would  cooperate  with  others  who  are  striving  for  clean  and 
wholesome  pictures,  by  careful  selection  of  the  ones  which  we  en- 
courage by  our  attendance,  and  by  appropriate  legislation." 

For  the  Board, 

Dora  B.  Clark,  Secretary -Treasurer. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PEACE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
FRIENDS  IN  AMERICA 

To  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  1935: 

The  Peace  Association  of  Friends  in  America,  the  Peace  Board  of 
the  Five  Years  Meeting,  has  felt  that  its  chief  work  was  among 
Friends  to  help  them  to  realize  their  own  peace  testimony,  and  to 
have  convictions  in  regard  to  it;  also  to  suggest  ways  in  which 
Friends  could  practically  assist  in  the  various  movements  leading 
toward  peace  and  international  good  will. 

Immediately  after  the  last  Five  Years  Meeting  sessions,  the  Peace 
Board  assumed  that  each  local  meeting  should  have  a  small  group, 
presumably  a  peace  committee,  that  should  become  expert  in  those 
matters  relating  to  world  peace  and  good  will.  To  that  end  quite  a 
little  correspondence  was  carried  on  with  Yearly  Meeting  peace  com- 
mittees to  urge  them  to  start  a  campaign  in  their  Yearly  Meetings  for 
the  study  of  the  peace  question  by  local  committees,  to  the  end  that 
they  become  experts  in  their  communities. 

To  assist  in  the  movement  the  Peace  Board  offered  to  help  finance 
the  sending  out  of  peace  workers  to  meet  with  local  committees. 
These  workers  would  be  selected  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  committees 
and  their  itinerary  planned  by  them.  Several  Yearly  Meeting  com- 
mittees responded,  and  the  Peace  Board  paid  the  expenses  of  the 
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workers.  Some  effective  work  was  done  until  the  movement  was 
stoppd  by  lack  of  funds. 

During  the  whole  period  the  main  enterprise  has  been  the  pub- 
lishing of  The  Messenger  of  Peace.  Both  to  save  expense,  and  to 
secure  a  larger  circle  of  readers,  it  has  appeared  as  a  supplement  of 
The  American  Friend,  although  an  edition  has  been  printed  sepa- 
rately for  regular  subscribers.  Walter  C.  Woodward  has  been  the 
very  able  and  efficient  editor.  The  value  of  the  periodical  has  been 
recognized  by  many,  including  non-Friends. 

During  the  whole  period  the  Chairman  has  kept  in  contact  with 
Yearly  Meeting  committees,  working  through  them  to  get  work  done 
by  local  meetings,  urging  the  observance  of  Armistice  Day  as  a  day 
to  celebrate  peace  in  local  communities;  and  suggesting  the  sending 
of  letters  and  telegrams  to  Washington  on  various  matters  relating 
to  peace.  This  has  seemed  of  some  importance  as  the  disarmament 
question,  world  court,  military  appropriations,  naval  maneuvers,  and 
other  matters  have  come  up. 

The  Chairman  has  attended  two  annual  meetings  of  the  National 
Council  for  the  Prevention  of  War,  a  few  Meetings  of  the  Peace 
Section  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  and  the  North- 
western Institute  of  International  Relations  in  1934.  He  has  at- 
tempted to  cooperate  with  these  and  other  peace  agencies. 

Report  prepared  by, 

William  E.  Berry,  President. 

REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SERVICE 
COMMITTEE 

To  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  1935: 

The  major  emphasis  in  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
when  it  last  reported  to  the  Five  Years  Meeting  session  was  on  its 
Foreign  Service.  The  present  wave  of  nationalism  in  this  and  other 
countries  had  not  yet  arrived.  The  hopeful  mood  that  preparation 
for  war  was  over  and  that  united  effort  toward  world  cooperation 
might  be  maintained  and  strengthened  still  characterized  our  inter- 
national temper.  During  the  eight  intervening  years,  such  optimism 
has  largely  disappeared.  The  Service  Committee,  however,  main- 
tains its  Centres  in  Geneva,  Paris,  Vienna  and  Berlin,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Friends  Service  Council  of  London  and  Dublin  Yearly 
Meetings. 
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During  the  eight  year  period  there  has  been  a  deepening  and 
strengthening  of  the  Quaker  Movement  that  is  indigenous  to  the 
various  countries  of  Europe,  especially  Germany,  France  and  Switzer- 
land. Due  to  civil  strife  in  Austria,  our  Vienna  Centre  has  had 
to  re-establish  relief  on  a  large  scale.  More  than  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  have  been  expended  for  relief  since  February,  1933, 
most  of  which  has  been  given  by  the  International  Federation  of 
Trade  Unions.  The  administration  of  this  fund  has  placed  a  heavy 
burden  of  responsibility  upon  our  staff  in  Vienna,  but  it  has  been  an 
international  service  of  striking  significance. 

It  would  seem  to  the  Service  Committee  that  the  Five  Years 
Meeting  might  render  a  signal  service  by  encouraging  frequent  cor- 
respondence on  behalf  of  its  constituent  Yearly  Meetings,  with  the 
new  Yearly  Meetings  that  have  grown  up  in  Germany  and  in  France. 
A  movement  is  now  under  way  which  will  make  it  possible  for  per- 
sons wishing  to  join  the  American  Society  of  Friends,  but  who  are 
living  in  these  foreign  countries,  to  become  members  of  our  Society. 

With  nationalism  tending  to  cut  off  intercommunication  between 
countries,  and  with  the  present  danger  of  war  in  Europe  and  the 
Orient,  it  seems  to  us  more  important  than  ever  that  these  Centres 
of  spiritual  interpretation  should  be  maintained  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  leading  European  capitals. 

The  same  spirit  which  prompted  our  Foreign  Service  has  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Peace  Section  and  to  its  extension.  Two 
principal  forms  of  Service  have  developed  during  this  period  of  eight 
years.  First,  Caravans  for  young  people.  These  have  been  carried 
on  now  for  six  years,  with  satisfactory  results,  both  for  those  to 
whom  the  Caravans  go  and  for  the  caravaners  themselves.  A  number 
of  younger  men  and  women,  who  are  now  coming  to  be  leaders  in 
the  peace  movement,  have  found  their  start  in  that  direction  as  cara- 
vaners when  they  were  college  students.  The  other  significant  item  in 
the  Peace  Section  program  is  the  development  of  nine  International 
Relations  Institutes  scattered  throughout  the  country.  These  schools 
conducted  for  two  weeks,  usually  on  the  grounds  of  one  of  our  lead- 
ing colleges  or  universities,  are  designed  to  train  ministers,  teachers, 
leaders  of  women's  clubs,  secretaries  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  teachers  of 
social  science,  and  others  in  the  techniques  of  pacific  development 
in  the  spiritual  basis  of  a  peace  message,  and  to  bring  down  to  date 
information  concerning  the  modern  economic  and  political  forces 
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that  have  to  do  with  war  and  peace.  It  is  hoped  that  this  service 
may  be  extended,  and  the  cooperation  of  the  Council  for  Social 
Action  of  the  Congregational  Church  is  particularly  welcomed  to 
this  end. 

The  Home  Service  Section  has  been  interested  in  finding  opportu- 
nities for  service  for  young  Friends  and  others  in  fields  of  conflict 
in  our  own  country.  In  1927  that  work  was  just  beginning.  During 
the  past  summer,  well  over  one  hundred  young  Friends  have  been 
active  in  various  forms  of  work,  including  physical  work  and  study 
of  causes  of  industrial  conflict.  This  has  been  accomplished  by 
Work  Camps,  where  those  who  participate  spend  most  of  their  time 
in  physical  work,  undertaking  to  make  a  contribution  by  presenting 
to  a  group  of  under-privileged  people  a  swimming  pool,  a  water  sys- 
tem, or  some  needed  improvement,  and  at  the  same  time  study  the 
causes  for  maladjustment  which  have  resulted  in  the  denial  of  these 
privileges  to  those  among  whom  they  serve. 

The  largest  piece  of  Service  in  this  country  has  been  carried  on 
in  the  bituminous  coal  areas,  beginning  with  relief  on  the  invitation 
of  the  Federal  Administration  in  1931.  We  are  now  engaged  in  cer- 
tain educational  and  reconstructive  measures,  particularly  in  the 
eastern  Ohio,  northern  West  Virginia,  and  western  Pennsylvania  coal 
fields.  We  have  also  cooperated  with  the  Federal  Government's 
program  for  the  development  of  resettlement  of  unemployed  work- 
ers from  abandoned  coal  camps  to  new  communities. 

It  is  our  conviction  that  the  true  function  of  the  Service  Com- 
mittee is  in  the  field  of  re-education,  of  working  out  new  patterns 
by  which  life  may  be  lived  creatively  in  coal  camp  communities,  and 
in  developing  the  spiritual  and  physical  capacities  of  persons  who 
thus  far  have  been  seriously  underprivileged.  This  work  has  now 
come  to  the  point  where  the  Service  Committee  feels  that  it  is  right 
to  recognize  it  by  establishing  a  Social  Order  Section,  which  shall 
include  the  Home  Service  work  and  projects  and  studies  heretofore 
conducted  by  the  Coal  Relief  Committee. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  about  thirty-five  persons  who  are 
working  in  one  form  or  another  for  the  year  round  with  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  and  about  one  hundred  who  give  time 
during  the  summer.  Many  of  these  receive  no  compensation,  and 
some  pay  their  own  way.  During  the  more  difficult  period  for  se- 
curing funds,  ways  have  been  found  of  expanding  the  service,  al- 


FIVE   YEARS  MEETING 


though  it  has  been  impossible  to  expand  the  budget,  except  for 
relief.  Through  the  constant  process  of  opening  the  way  for  young 
Friends  to  express  their  religious  convictions  in  conflict  areas,  it  is 
hoped  that  we  may  gradually  build  up  a  much  more  consciously 
concerned  Society  of  Friends  on  behalf  of  a  Christian  social  order. 

Twenty-three  out  of  the  twenty-nine  Yearly  Meetings  on  the 
American  continent  cooperate  with  the  work  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  by  appointing  members  on  the  Committee.  But 
in  view  of  the  present-day  drift  toward  the  regimentation  of  con- 
science, the  possibility  of  war,  the  desirability  of  an  increased  impetus 
to  the  peace  movement,  we  are  far  from  realizing  the  full  possibilities 
of  the  strength  and  power  of  the  Society  of  Friends  through  this 
agency.  Opportunities  for  influencing  actions  of  our  Government 
and  of  laying  the  foundation  for  the  expression  of  a  spirit  of  un- 
derstanding and  good  will  open  widely  to  us,  but  cannot  always  be 
accepted  because  of  lack  of  dedicated  personalities  or  of  funds.  We 
believe  God  is  calling  us  to  a  fuller  and  richer  experience  in  his  life 
as  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  task  of  living  out  the  spirit  and 
testimonies  of  Friends. 

Clarence  E.  Pickett,  Executive  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 
OF  FRIENDS  IN  AMERICA 

To  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  1935: 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting,  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Union  is  now  entering  upon  the  fourth  term.  Two  of  them 
were  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Harriet  W.  Purdy,  one  was 
efficiently  guided  by  Frances  Doan  McDonald,  and  another  is  just 
beginning. 

At  the  General  Conference  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  held  May  1-5, 
1930,  Harriet  W.  Purdy  was  again  elected  President;  Charlotte  E. 
Vickers,  Honorary  President;  Frances  Doan  McDonald,  First  Vice- 
President;  Jessie  N.  Haworth,  Second  Vice-President;  Bertha  Stubbs 
Sumpter,  Recording  Secretary;  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Corresponding 
Secretary;  Emma  G.  Randolph,  Treasurer;  Missionary  Advocate 
Staff,  Lenora  N.  Hobbs,,  Editor,  and  Mira  Jenkins,  Treasurer;  Secre- 
taries of  Departments:  Literature,  Agnes  L.  Day;  Stewardship,  Bes- 
sie F.  Collins;  Young  Woman's  Work,  Esther  Pickett;  Junior  Work, 
Corona  Rayle  Cook;  Peace;  Sina  H.  Stanton. 
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At  the  General  Conference  held  in  Wilmington,  Ohio,  October 
13-17,  1,932,.  the  following  officers  were  elected:  President,  Frances 
Doan  McDonald ; :  Honorary  ,  President,  Charlotte  E.  Vickers;  First 
Vice-President,  Violet  C,  Kenworthy;  Second  Vice-President,  Jessie  N. 
Haw^xth  J  Recording  Secretary,  Bertha  Stubbs  Sumpter;  Correspond- 
inig;  Secretary,  Virginia  Peelle.  There  was  no  change  in  the  Advocate 
Staff;  nDC;  in  the  Secretaries  of  Departments. 

The  seventeenth  session  was  held  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  May  16-20, 
1935,  at  which  time  Virginia  Peelle,  Wilmington,  Ohio,  was  elected 
President!; -Charlotte  E.  Vickers,  313  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Oak  Park, 
Illinois,  Honorary  President  ;  Odessa  Rayle,  Spiceland,  Indiana,  First 
Vice-President;  Jessie  N.  Haworth,  Sunnyside,  California,  Second 
Vice-President;  Bertha  S.  Sumpter,  Argonia,  Kansas,  Recording  Sec- 
retary ;  Faye  Farr,  Wilmington,  Ohio,  Corresponding  Secretary ; 
Lena  Fv'Ragan,'  Archdale,  North  Carolina,  Treasurer;  Caroline  U. 
Minard,  Poplar  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  Assistant  Treasurer;  Secretaries  of 
Departments:  Agnes  L.  Day,  Westfield,  Indiana,  Literature;  Young 
Women's  Work,  Elizabeth  E.  Haviland,  Brookville,  Maryland,  R.  D. 
No.  2 ;  Junior  and  Primary  Work,  Carrie  H.  Davis,  307  College  Av- 
enue, Richmond,  Indiana;  Stewardship,  Bessie  F.  Collins,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Iowa,  R.  D.  No.  5;  Peace,  Sina  H.  Stanton,  4815  Battery  Lane, 
Bethesda,  Maryland;  Education  Honor  Roll,  Harriet  W.  Purdy,  4443 
Blaisdell  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  A  new  department  of 
Temperance  was  added  and  placed  in  the  care  of  the  First  Vice- 
President  for  this  term.  With  many  things  to  consider,  the  Union 
is  in  very  good  condition  generally.  Interest  is  increasing  although 
our  numbers  are  not  so  great  as  in  some  former  years.  Just  now 
with  the  Conference  drain,  together  with  starting  new  officers  and 
their  departments,  our  treasury  does  not  seem  very  full.  Sometimes 
we  wonder  from  whence  are  our  missionary  salaries  to  come,  but 
they  come  and  .we  hope  the  same  will  happen  to  our  general  fund. 

We  are  still  paying  the  salaries  of  Esther  E.  Baird,  of  India — our 
Love  Fund;  Alice  I.  Kennedy,  of  Jamaica — our  Faith  Fund,  and 
since  the  last  session  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  we  have  added 
another  Missionary,  Fred  L.  McMillin,  Tennessee  Mountains — our 
Hope  Fund. 

Our  annual  dues,  $1.25  per  member,  are  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the,  Yearly  Meeting  Union,  to  be  divided  as  follows:  15  cents  is 
retained  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  Union  for  missionary  interests 
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throughout  the  Yearly  Meeting;  35  cents  is  sent  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  Friends  in  America — 10  cents 
to  be  used  by  the  Union  and  25  cents  for  Home  Missions;  the  other 
75  cents  is  sent  through  the  Yearly  Meeting  Treasurer  to  the  Mission 
Board  for  foreign  missions.  No  salaries  are  paid  to  any  officer  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  Our  Missionaries  are  paid  largely 
through  thank-offering  boxes. 

During  this  period  we  have  given  to  the  Mission  Boards  of  the 
Five  Years  Meeting,  before  and  since  the  union  of  the  Boards  (in- 
cluding our  Faith  and  Hope  Funds)  approximately  $9,000,  much  of 
which  has  come  through  the  regular  Yearly  Meeting  channels  where 
credit  is  given.  We  have  paid  for  the  support  of  Esther  E.  Baird 
more  than  $3,000  and  about  $300  for  dues  and  Migrant  Work  to 
the  Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions,  an  organization  with 
which  we  are  affiliated.  We  have  given  $375  to  the  Oklahoma 
Indians. 

We  are  continuing  the  Interdenominational  Study  Books — "Women 
Under  the  Southern  Cross,"  by  Margaret  Ross  Miller,  the  Foreign, 
and  "Toward  a  Christian  America,"  by  Hermann  N.  Morse,  the  Home 
book,  for  this  year.  The  Young  Women's  and  Children's  books  are 
also  used.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  have 
for  the  past  two  years  met  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  at  the  time  of 
the  Winona  School  of  Missions,  where  we  could  have  the  advantage 
of  this  splendid  school  and  at  convenient  times  hold  our  own  meet- 
ings. It  has  been  quite  helpful  to  us  as  well  as  acquainting  other 
denominations  with  the  work  of  Friends. 

The  Union  has  lost  many  of  its  well  known  and  beloved  members 
but  it  was  a  great  shock  when,  on  July  1,  1931,  Emma  G.  Randolph, 
Treasurer,  while  at  work  on  her  treasurer's  books  was  called  home. 
She  was  so  efficient  and  faithful.  In  the  memorial  service  held  for 
her  in  the  General  Conference  it  was  said  of  her:  "Some  folks  have 
a  genius  for  living;  Emma  was  one  of  those  rare  souls.  Sickness 
came  to  her  and  sorrow,  but  she  did  not  falter — she  used  her  beauti- 
ful gift  of  life  aright." 

Cora  K.  Styles,  Associate  Editor  and  contributor  of  the  Missionary 
Advocate,  ardently  interested  in  the  Mexican  laborer  and  Indian  work, 
was  another  of  our  faithful  workers  who  answered  the  summons  to 
"come  up  higher."  It  was  said  of  her  that  no  work  was  too  small 
or  too  large  to  command  her  attention. 
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Elizabeth  A.  Thompson,  Corresponding  Secretary,  was  called  to 

fill  the  unexpired  term  as  Treasurer  occasioned  by  the  death  of 

Emma  G.  Randolph.    At  her  own  request  she  was  released  and  at 
the  time  of  her  death,  July  4,  1933,  she  was  Assistant  Treasurer. 

"The  dear  friends  live  and  always  will; 
Their  presence  hover  round  us  still." — E.  A.  Guest. 

The  Missionary  Advocate,  our  official  organ,  has  had  many  dis- 
couraging moments  but  it  has  been  able  to  survive,  continuing  to 
be  an  inspiration  to  all  of  its  readers,  even  after  its  hard  but  never-  * 
failing  struggle.  Our  Editor,  Lenora  N.  Hobbs,  feels  that  she  has 
sustained  a  loss  which  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  surmount  in 
the  passing  of  our  friend  and  her  friend,  advisor  and  contributor, 
the  Editor  Emeritus,  the  most  widely  known  and  beloved  woman  in 
the  Union,  Eliza  Armstrong  Cox,  who  fell  asleep  June  30,  1935.  We 
will  all  greatly  miss  her  counsel  and  information  which  she  gave  so 
freely.  There  is  no  word  which  so  well  describes  her  very  self  as 
"alert,"  for  she  was  alert  in  both  body  and  mind.  It  is  a  comfort 
to  know  that  in  her  last  illness  she  was  so  happy  that  she  had  gone 
to  Wichita  and  that  her  work  was  completed  in  the  Union  which 
she  so  dearly  loved  and  carefully  organized.  She  gave  the  Union  an 
onward  look  when,  in  the  closing  moments  of  its  last  session,  she 
arose  and  stated  "an  old-fashioned  concern,"  as  she  called  it,  to  have 
all  Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends  of  all  branches  within  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  of  Friends  in  America  and  let  it  be  rightfully 
named.  We  voted  yes  and  promised  her  that  we  would  invite  them, 
little  thinking  we  would  be  without  her  guiding  hand,  or  that  it 
would  be  her  benediction.    This  we  must  try  to  fulfill. 

Virginia  Peelle,  President. 

Faye  Farr,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  FRIENDS  BOARD  OF 
MISSIONS 

To  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  1935: 

The  eight  year  period  intervening  since  the  last  Five  Years  Meet- 
ing has  been  one  of  change  in  the  missionary  activity  and  thinking, 
as  well  as  in  the  world  of  politics  and  economics.  (1)  There  has  been 
a  marked  decrease  in  the  contributions  for  missionary  activity.  As 
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people  saw  their  income  diminishing,  the  distant  objects  and  those 
things  which  appeared  unnecessary  for  their  immediate  needs  were 
the  first  to  be  curtailed.  The  fact  that  contributions  have  kept  up 
as  well  as  they  have  is  a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  genuine  identi- 
fication of  many  individuals  with  the  missionary  activities  of  the 
Christian  church.  (2)  The  church  has  come  to  recognize  more  fully 
than  previously  the  presence  of  Christian  principles  in  non-Christian 
religions  and  to  give  due  credit  for  these.  Thoughtful  people  are 
beginning  to  realize  that  it  is  altogether  improper  to  classify  one 
whole  nationality  of  people  as  heathen  and  another  nationality  as 
Christian.  (3)  As  is  true  in  some  local  churches  in  America,  we 
have  come  to  recognize  that  some  missions  also  have  tended  to  place 
more  emphasis  upon  the  development  of  an  ecclesiastical  system  than 
upon  the  development  of  Christian  principles  which  are  able  to 
demonstrate  the  Christian  way  of  living  in  a  complicated  and  in 
many  ways  an  unchristian  environment.  (4)  The  two  facts  men- 
tioned last  have  led  to  an  honest  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some 
thoughtful  people  of  the  real  worthwhileness  of  Christian  missions 
today.  This  doubt  has  been  increased  by  the  realization  that  we 
have  had  Christian  missions  now  for  over  a  century,  leading  some 
to  feel  that  it  is  time  for  these  churches  to  have  become  so  well 
established  that  they  should  be  able  to  continue  their  work  without 
the  aid  of  the  missionary.  (5)  The  growing  complexity  of  our 
modern  environment  together  with  the  commercialized  vice  that  is 
being  fostered  among  simple  folk  has  created  a  rapidly  increasing 
need  of  fundamentally  Christian  principles  in  the  lives  of  individuals 
living  in  our  so-called  mission  lands,  so  that  these  individuals  may 
be  able  to  demonstrate  Christian  principles  of  living  in  the  social 
group. 

Likewise,  during  these  eight  years,  outstanding  political  and  social 
problems  have  developed  on  most  of  our  fields  which  have  materially 
affected  our  mission  work.  (1)  The  discovery  of  gold  on  our  field 
of  activity  in  Africa  has  complicated  the  problems  there.  By  action 
of  the  British  government  the  nationals  have  been  denied  the  wealth 
of  the  subsurface  mineral  deposits  of  the  land  they  own.  This  has 
led  to  an  increased  suspicion  of  the  white  man  and  his  fundamental 
integrity.  Likewise  the  Kukuya  movement,  i.  e.,  "Africa  for  the 
Africans,"  which  has  spread  over  a  great  deal  of  the  continent,  has 
also  complicated  the  work  of  the  missionary,  especially  where  the 
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white  missionary  has  not  very  closely  identified  himself  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  Africans  themselves  and  sometimes  in  opposition 
to  the  foreign  government.  (2)  Political  corruption  and  atrocities 
in  Cuba  have  led  to  revolution,  civil  strife,  and  poverty,  resulting 
in  a  total  demoralization  of  education  in  the  Island  and  a  restlessness 
and  uncertainty  among  the  whole  population.  (3)  Mexico  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  more  or  less  bloodless  revolution,  of  which  are  unknown 
not  only  the  ultimate  goals  but  also  the  next  immediate  steps  that 
are  likely  to  be  taken.  (4)  Palestine  has  suffered  the  bitter  strife  of 
race  hatred  between  the  Jews,  who  have  been  returning  to  the  land 
which  they  once  possessed,  and  the  Moslems,  who  have  occupied  the 
land  for  many  centuries.  Both  feel  a  sense  of  ownership  and  sacred- 
ness  in  this  portion  of  the  world.  (5)  For  many  years  West  China 
has  been  threatened  with  the  invasion  of  the  armies  of  the  Com- 
munists. This  year  (1935)  the  danger  became  so  imminent  that 
the  missionaries  were  ordered  to  evacuate  Chengtu.  Also  compulsory 
military  training,  which  was  forced  upon  the  West  China  Union 
University  by  the  government,  which  felt  obliged  to  prepare  to  de- 
fend itself  against  these  invaders,  has  led  our  Friends  missionaries 
to  resign  from  the  administrative  functions  of  the  school.  Those  in 
the  Tennessee  mountains  and  among  the  Indians  in  Oklahoma  have 
shared  with  us  the  poverty  and  uncertainty  of  the  depression. 

Organization 

By  action  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  Friends  in  America  held 
in  1927,  the  American  Friends  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  were  merged 
in  1929  into  the  one  Board,  the  American  Friends  Board  of  Mis- 
sions. The  Board,  which  met  in  April,  1935,  chose  for  its  officers 
the  following:  Chairman,  Howard  W.  Cope,  Vice-Chairman, 
Charles  M.  Woodman;  Treasurer,  Louis  B.  Campbell;  Administrative 
Secretary,  Merle  L.  Davis;  and  Office  Secretary,  Martha  C.  Kendall. 
To  serve  with  these  officers  the  following  Executive  Committee 
members  were  elected:  A.  Ward  Applegate,  Charles  E.  Carey, 
Thomas  W.  Y.  Clark,  O.  Herschel  Folger,  Sylvester  Jones,  Richard  R. 
Newby,  Flora  T.  Sayers,  Faith  A.  Terrell,  George  H.  Wood,  and  the 
following  Ex-Officio  members:  Louis  B.  Campbell,  Howard  W.  Cope, 
Merle  L.  Davis,  and  Charles  M.  Woodman. 
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During  this  period  of  eight  years,  three  administrative  secretaries 
have  served  the  Board.  B.  Willis  Beede,  who  began  his  services  as 
secretary  of  the  Board  in  192 1,  continued  until  April,  1932,  when 
he  was  forced  by  ill  health  to  discontinue  in  that  capacity.  Follow- 
ing his  resignation  the  Board  asked  Errol  T.  Elliott,  who  had  been 
serving  the  Five  Years  Meeting  as  Secretary  of  Spiritual  Resources, 
to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  Administrative  Secretary  of  the 
Board.  This  he  continued  until  June,  1934,  when  he  became  Di- 
rector of  the  Promotion  Committee  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting.  In 
October,  1934,  Merle  L.  Davis  was  asked  to  give  part-time  service  as 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  in  April,  1935,  was  elected  Ad- 
ministrative Secretary  for  the  period  of  five  years.  Following  the 
resignation  and  marriage  of  Alta  Jewell  Green,  who  had  been  serv- 
ing the  Board  as  Assistant  Secretary-Treasurer  since  September,  1921, 
Hazel  Lincoln  was  chosen  to  occupy  this  position  in  July,  1931, 
which  she  ably  filled  until  December,  1934.  At  that  time  the  office 
of  Assistant  Secretary-Treasurer  was  discontinued,  and  Martha  Ken- 
dall was  chosen  as  Office  Secretary,  and  again  elected  to  that  posi- 
tion at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  April,  1935. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  session  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting,  60 
missionaries  were  serving  under  the  two  Boards  then  functioning. 
Now,  in  1935,  there  are  44.  It  should  be  noted  that  we  have  at 
present  73  per  cent  of  the  number  of  missionaries  which  we  had  in 
1927,  although  we  receive  only  35  per  cent  as  much  money  as  we 
received  in  that  year.  During  these  eight  years,  30  new  missionaries 
have  been  sent  to  the  fields.  Of  those  who  were  serving  in  1927,  31 
have  withdrawn,  and  15  of  the  new  ones  who  have  been  appointed 
during  this  period  have  later  withdrawn  also.  Three  missionaries 
deserve  outstanding  recognition  for  their  extended  length  of  con- 
tinued and  faithful  service  in  our  Friends  mission  fields.  Emma  P. 
Martinez,  of  Cuba,  the  oldest  missionary  from  the  point  of  view  of 
service,  began  her  work  as  a  missionary  in  1893 ;  Mary  E.  White, 
of  Jamaica,  first  went  out  in  1895,  and  Alsina  M.  Andrews,  also  of 
Jamaica,  began  her  service  of  love  in  1897.  These  are  the  only  three 
now  serving  the  Board  whose  period  of  service  covers  parts  of  the 
two  centuries. 
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Finance 

The  balance  sheet  for  March  31,  1935,  shows  the  following  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Board: 

Assets 
General  Fund 

Petty  Cash  $  200.00 

Balance  on  hand   5168.03 

Advance  from  Investment   1412.95 


Special  Funds 

Balance  on  hand  $  449.02 

Saving  Account  (Palestine  Agricultural  Fund) . .  763.02 


$  6780.98 


$  1212.04 


Investment  Funds 

Trustees  of  Five  Years  Meeting  $63642.90 

Trustees  F.  Y.  M.  Margin  Fund   838.55 

Real  Estate — Permanent  Funds   1708.00 

Securities  Held — General  Investment  Funds   i5555-c*5 

Palestine  Building    6000.00 


Liabilities 
General  Fund 

Surplus   $  5368.03 


$95737-52 


$  5368.03 


Special  Funds 

Account  Balances   $  1212.04 


$  1212.04 

Investment  Funds 

Annuity  Fund   $41450.00 

Endowment  Fund    23900.90 

General  Investment  Fund   16393.60 

Advance  from  General  Investment   1412.95 

Palestine  Building    6000.00  $89157.45 


$95737.52 
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The  phenomenal  decrease  in  the  income  of  the  Board  bears  close 
study  if  we  are  to  project  wisely  our  plans  into  the  future.  The 
outstanding  decrease  has  taken  place  since  the  onset  of  the  depres- 
sion beginning  in  1929,  and  can  easily  be  accounted  for  by  that 
economic  catastrophe  in  our  nation's  history.  However,  the  decrease 
in  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  did  not  begin  with  the  depres- 
sion, but  back  in  1921  and  1922,  following  the  unusual  impetus  that 
was  given  to  missions  by  the  Interchurch  World  Movement.  Never- 
theless, that  decrease,  beginning  after  the  movement  of  1919  to 
192 1,  should  not  give  to  missionary  boards  a  grave  concern,  for 
that  "high"  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  was  just  as  ab- 
normal as  is  the  "low"  of  1935.  The  figures  that  deserve  the  greatest 
study  are  those  which  correspond  to  the  eight  year  period  since  the 
last  Five  Years  Meeting.   These  will  be  found  on  the  next  page. 
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Several  outstanding  facts  are  evident  from  a  close  study  of  this 
summary.  First,  the  income  of  the  Board  for  1934-35  is  approxi- 
mately 35  per  cent  of  what  it  was  in  1927-28,  while  the  number  of 
missionaries  is  73  per  cent.  The  Board  has  been  able  to  maintain 
on  the  fields  such  a  large  number  of  missionaries  in  proportion  to 
the  income  due  to  the  following  facts:  First,  the  salaries  of  the 
missionaries  have  been  reduced  10  per  cent.  Second,  the  Board  has 
stopped  all  building  projects  from  funds  coming  out  of  our  general 
income,  and  the  amount  of  money  spent  for  national  workers  and 
equipment  on  the  fields  has  been  greatly  reduced.  Third,  a  shift  to 
much  greater  responsibility  on  the  part  of  nationals  for  self  support 
has  been  necessary.  This  is  in  line  with  the  best  policy  of  missionary 
polity  provided  the  work  on  the  fields  has  properly  led  up  to  this 
step;  however,  on  some  of  our  fields  this  shift  of  financial  responsi- 
bility came  prematurely  and  also  at  a  time  when  the  fields  were  in 
just  as  deep  a  financial  depression  as  the  church  at  home,  resulting 
in  a  somewhat  demoralized  condition  of  the  native  church  at  the 
present  time.  Nevertheless,  without  appearing  to  make  the  picture 
rosier  than  it  has  actually  been,  we  feel  that  we  can  say  that  our 
missionary  forces  together  with  our  national  workers  have  in  gen- 
eral faced  this  condition  courageously  and  constructively,  although 
in  not  all  circumstances  have  they  been  able  to  maintain  the  high 
standard  which  had  been  attained  previously,  let  alone  make  any 
progress. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  percentage  of  income  towards  our 
general  account  coming  from  the  Yearly  Meetings  direct  to  the 
Board  decreased  from  1927  to  1930,  but  from  that  date  on  there  has 
been  a  gradual,  but  more  or  less  uniform,  increase.  On  the  other 
hand  the  percentage  of  the  income  for  the  general  account  coming 
from  the  United  Budget  increased  from  1927  to  1931,  but  since  that 
date  has  decreased  markedly.  To  show  the  relationship  we  have 
worked  out  the  ratio  of  the  amounts  received  from  the  Yearly 
Meetings  direct,  to  that  received  from  the  United  Budget,  in  order  to 
show  the  relationship  existing  between  these  two  sources  of  income. 
A  glance  at  the  table  will  show  that  from  1927  to  1930  the  decrease 
was  from  35  to  19,  while  from  1931  to  1935  the  increase  has  been 
remarkable.  This  shows  quite  clearly  that  those  who  are  giving 
their  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  have  de- 
creased their  gifts  direct  to  the  Board  much  less  than  they  have  to 
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the  United  Budget,  from  which  fact  we  rightly  have  reason  to 
deduct  that  the  contributing  members  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting 
are  eager  to  see  the  work  of  the  Mission  Board  continue  with  as 
little  suffering  as  possible.  A  study  of  the  fixed  percentage  of  the 
United  Budget  granted  to  the  Mission  Board  as  compared  with  the 
actual  resulting  percentage  of  the  United  Budget  which  the  Mission 
Board  receives,  due  to  individual  gifts,  indicates  that  over  the  period 
of  eight  years  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  percentage  which 
is  allowed  to  the  Mission  Board  from  United  Budget  funds.  Espe- 
cially is  this  true  if  the  new  1935-36  apportionment  is  taken  into 
consideration,  when  only  74.54  per  cent  was  allowed  the  Mission 
Board.  However,  a  study  of  the  resulting  percentages  which  the 
Mission  Board  receives  indicates  that  in  every  case  the  Mission 
Board  has  received  a  larger  per  cent  than  that  fixed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year;  and  furthermore,  the  more  that  the  fixed  per- 
centage is  lowered,  the  greater  is  the  difference  between  that  and 
the  resulting  percentage.  This  last  fact  should  be  carefully  borne  in 
mind.  Our  Five  Years  Meeting  cannot  prudently  disregard  the 
wishes  of  those  who  are  contributing  to  the  Five  Years  Meeting 
when  apportioning  the  funds  thus  entrusted  to  them.  Our  Society 
is  fundamentally  a  democratic  organization,  and  your  Mission  Board 
feels  that  it  should  be  responsive  to  the  wishes  of  the  givers  in  the 
distribution  of  its  funds. 

Realizing  that  there  are  those  who  prefer  certain  lines  of  activi- 
ties of  the  Mission  Board  work,  the  Board  in  its  1935  annual  meet- 
ing approved  the  adoption  of  the  project  method  of  giving  for  those 
who  wish  to  give  that  way,  and  your  Board  is  equipped  at  the  present 
time  to  take  care  of  contributions  to  that  system.  Other  Mission 
Boards  have  long  had  this  method  of  support  in  practice,  and  have 
found  it  much  more  satisfactory  for  many  individuals  than  the 
giving  to  a  general  budget. 

Africa 

Church  Activity.  The  national  workers  have  gradually  been  taking 
over  the  management  of  the  business  meetings  as  well  as  the  meetings 
for  worship.  As  is  to  be  expected,  they  have  made  some  mistakes, 
but  it  is  through  these  experiences  that  they  are  learning  to  grow 
and  develop  their  own  work.  There  have  been  also  some  other 
religious  bodies  which  do  not  recognize  the  division  of  territory 
between  different  denominations,  and  have  come  in  and  placed 
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churches  right  in  the  midst  of  the  territory  which  Friends  occupy. 

Educational  Work.  For  the  past  four  years  our  Mission  Board 
has  been  cooperating  with  other  missionary  societies  in  the  main- 
tenance of  an  educational  expert  who  is  acquainted  with  the  English 
system  of  education.  He  visits  our  schools  and  makes  recommenda- 
tions to  the  workers. 

One  outstanding  tendency  for  the  past  years  has  been  to  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  teachers  in  our  different  schools.  A  normal  train- 
ing school  and  what  we  would  term  teachers'  institutes  have  been 
maintained  for  the  advanced  preparation  of  the  teachers.  Our 
workers  have  sought  to  make  our  work  there  just  as  practical  as 
possible,  at  the  same  time  not  neglecting  the  academic  as  far  as  it 
applies  to  the  people  and  their  needs.  The  curriculum  is  divided  into 
two  types  of  work:  class  work  and  field  work.  In  the  field  work 
for  the  girls  they  have  gardening,  cooking,  cleaning  of  dormitories, 
school  laundry  work,  hospital  laundry  work,  basketry,  and  needle- 
craft  work.  The  boys  are  given  manual  training  work  in  the  actual 
construction  of  furniture,  the  building  of  houses  and  actual  field 
work.  Recently  the  names  of  the  different  types  of  schools  have 
been  changed,  using  words  that  are  more  significant  to  the  American. 
These  schools  are  now  called  sub-elementary  schools,  which  include 
work  which  is  similar  to  our  kindergarten  and  first  grade  work; 
next,  elementary  school  work,  which  follows  immediately  after  the 
sub-elementary,  and  next  above  this  is  the  primary  school.  The 
greatest  number  of  schools  are,  of  course,  the  sub -elementary,  for 
which  the  national  must  pay  the  entire  cost,  as  our  Mission  receives 
no  government  allowance,  nor  does  the  Board  grant  any  funds  for 
these  schools.  They  are  entirely  self  supporting,  and  are  main- 
tained as  long  as  the  communities  want  them.  The  other  two 
classes  of  schools  receive  government  aid. 

Medical  Department.  At  the  present  time  we  have  two  doctors 
and  two  registered  nurses  in  charge  of  our  medical  work.  Also  addi- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  hospital  and  new  equipment  added, 
making  our  medical  work  more  efficient.  This  has  increased  the 
confidence  of  the  national  people  in  the  work  of  our  hospital,  and 
tends  to  reduce  the  amount  of  superstition  surrounding  the  care  of 
the  body.  The  maternity  ward  in  the  hospital  has  been  a  great  aid, 
and  many  mothers  and  babies  have  been  saved  to  the  tribe  because 
of  it.    Because  of  the  reduced  income  for  our  Mission  work,  there 
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has  necessarily  been  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  dispensary 
work  carried  on  in  the  out  districts  by  the  doctors.  This  is  re- 
grettable because  many  of  the  people  live  so  far  from  the  hospital 
that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  get  medical  care. 

Industrial  Work.  The  placing  of  the  new  turbine  a  few  years 
ago  has  been  a  great  aid  to  our  industrial  department,  in  providing 
for  them  new  and  greater  amount  of  power.  Our  present  coffee 
plantation  has  largely  given  out  in  its  productiveness,  so  that  it  has 
become  necessary  to  plant  a  large  number  of  new  trees.  At  the 
present  time  the  department  is  in  process  of  building  a  new  school 
building  with  the  aid  of  some  of  the  former  students  of  the  technical 
school. 

Economically  and  commercially  the  people  of  Kenya  Colony  have 
made  great  strides  forward.  No  real  hunger  exists  except  at  times  of 
famine.  The  gardens  are  much  larger  than  they  were  seven  years 
ago.  Good  profit  is  being  made  on  the  raising  of  corn,  except  when 
the  price  is  forced  down  by  the  Indians.  The  people  are  well 
clothed ;  they  have  a  much  better  variety  of  food ;  all  plant  vegetables 
now,  and  many  fruit  trees  likewise  are  being  planted.  A  much  better 
grade  of  fowls  and  stock  is  being  raised.  Likewise,  with  the  care  that 
is  being  given,  a  larger  yield  per  acre  is  being  realized  than  in  the 
past.   However,  many  of  the  people  are  still  unable  to  handle  money. 

All  of  these  advances  in  civilization  are  beneficial,  but  do  not 
take  the  place  of  development  of  Christianity  and  a  true  Christian 
way  of  living.  Each  new  child  that  is  born,  each  new  generation 
that  comes  into  existence  has  the  same  needs  for  the  development  of 
the  Christian  way  of  living  as  those  of  the  past  have  had. 

China 

Our  Board,  while  not  assuming  any  administrative  or  financial 

responsibility  for  the  joint  work  that  is  being  carried  on  in  West 

China   Union  University,   has  maintained   an   active   interest  in 

this  work  and  transmitted  to  Robert  L.  Simkin  the  funds  which 

have  been  secured  through  the  West  China-Haverford  Committee. 

During  these  years,  threats  of  civil  strife  and  communistic  invasions 

have  menaced  the  substantial  Christian  work  that  the  University 

is  doing.  n 

Cuba 

The  last  session  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  authorized  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Yearly  Meeting  in  Cuba.    So  this  period  of  eight 
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years  coincides  with  the  period  of  life  of  that  Yearly  Meeting.  As 
could  well  be  expected,  the  eight  years  represents  a  period  of  decline 
in  the  history  of  Friends  work  in  Cuba,  due  to  several  causes.  When 
too  suddenly  parents  turn  over  responsibilities  to  minors  not  hardened 
by  service  and  experience,  there  is  a  tendency  to  neglect  details,  which 
sometimes  are  fundamental.  So  a  sudden  assumption  of  responsi- 
bility in  the  affairs  of  the  church  by  those  whose  background  lacked 
a  preparation  of  religious  consciousness,  has  brought  in  a  tendency 
to  put  emphasis  upon  the  external  and  superficial,  and  to  neglect  the 
deep  permanent  principles. 

The  terribly  distressing  political  situation  through  which  Cuba  is 
passing  is  having  its  effect  upon  the  members  of  the  church.  The 
restlessness,  the  uncertainty,  the  poverty,  and  the  misery  resulting 
from  these  political  and  social  upheavals  have  their  reactions  in  the 
church.  When  there  is  more  stability  in  governmental  affairs  there 
will  be  more  stability  in  church  affairs.  We  look  forward  to  a  better 
day. 

When  the  Yearly  Meeting  was  organized  and  several  missionaries 
withdrawn,  the  force  of  workers  was  so  limited  that  only  the  prin- 
cipal centers  could  be  manned  by  national  workers.  These  centers 
are  not  as  well  developed  now  as  they  were  ten  years  ago.  There 
is  no  spirit  of  criticism  in  this  remark.  The  fact  still  remains  that 
our  field  has  not  been  adequately  supplied  with  trained  workers  and 
today  it  is  suffering  the  consequences. 

Of  the  five  schools,  which  the  Mission  maintained  to  a  high  degree 
of  efficiency,  three  are  still  functioning  efficiently;  one  is  lagging 
behind,  and  the  other  has  dropped  out  entirely.  From  these  five 
schools  have  come  a  large  percentage  of  the  workers  which  we  have. 
It  would  be  hard  to  find  an  efficient  worker,  layman,  teacher  or 
preacher,  who  has  not  been  helped  by  some  evangelical  school.  Much 
credit  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  in  Cuba  must  be  given  to  the 
schools  which  have  been  maintained  by  the  Missions.  Apparently 
the  political  life  of  Cuba  has  not  been  affected  greatly  by  these 
schools,  but  undoubtedly  the  social  life  has  been  helped  a  great 
deal.  This  is  especially  true  where  right  living,  domestic  science 
and  vocational  training  have  been  taught. 

Besides  the  special  training  for  life's  work  which  the  schools  have 
actually  accomplished  in  many  individual  cases,  they  have  together 
done  much  to  create  a  Christian  consciousness  in  the  various  com- 
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munities.  An  outstanding  tendency  of  all  our  schools  is  to  seek 
out  and  use  Christian  teachers. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  several  worth-while 
steps  have  been  taken.  This  body  is  now  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Cuba.  A  committee,  known  as  a  Title  and  Property  Com- 
mittee, was  appointed  and  may  become  the  nucleus  of  a  Board  of 
Trustees  whose  duty  will  be  to  care  for  the  property  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting.  A  Constitution  and  Discipline  has  been  drawn  up,  printed, 
and  is  now  in  circulation  among  the  members.  Within  the  Yearly 
Meeting  nine  important  committees  are  now  working.  A  general 
superintendent  was  appointed  at  the  last  session  and  is  now  giving 
full  time  to  itinerating  among  the  churches.  A  Women's  Union  has 
recently  been  organized.  Missions  and  welfare  work  are  their  ob- 
jectives. 

Much  remains  to  be  done.  The  very  fact  that  the  leaders  are 
getting  under  the  burden  and  are  grappling  with  the  problems  of  the 
church  is  encouraging.    The  members  are  growing  slowly. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  completed  in  regard  to  the 
Havana,  Cuba,  work  by  which  the  property  at  Jaruco  was  given  to 
Arthur  and  Ellen  Pain,  and  the  Board  will  continue  to  grant  them 
their  regular  pension  allowance.  They  in  turn  will  not  solicit  special 
funds  for  their  work  from  the  members  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting, 
although  anyone  wishing  to  make  special  contributions  to  that  work 
should  send  them  through  the  Board  which  will  welcome  them  and 
transmit  them  directly  to  the  field. 

Jamaica 

Fewer  changes  have  taken  place  in  our  Jamaica  work  since  the 
last  Five  Years  Meeting  than  on  any  other  field.  No  outstanding 
political  or  social  disturbances  have  occurred.  The  steady  adminis- 
tration of  the  English  government  has  given  to  the  Island  sub- 
stantial justice  and  freedom.  The  poverty  has  been  and  still  is  a 
great  drawback  to  progress  in  the  Island.  This  is  so  marked  that 
many  of  the  people  have  migrated  to  neighboring  islands  in  search 
of  higher  wages.  A  large  majority  of  these  went  to  Cuba  in  former 
years  to  work  either  as  domestics  or  as  cane  cutters.  These  felt 
themselves  fortunate  if  they  were  able  to  receive  from  fifty  cents  to 
a  dollar  a  day,  for  this  represented  an  improvement  in  income  for 
them.    However,  the  recent  political  and  economic  disturbances  in 
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Cuba  have  reduced  the  number  of  Jamaicans  going  to  that  country. 
This  poverty,  together  with  the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil  and  ease 
with  which  tropical  fruits  are  grown,  as  well  as  the  natural  tendency 
of  the  tropical  climate,  have  all  tended  to  increase  the  slothfulness 
of  the  people.  The  density  of  population  is  another  factor  causing 
the  unhappy  economic  situation  of  the  people.  As  compared  with 
the  United  States,  the  density  is  approximately  six  times  as  great, 
being  236  to  the  square  mile  while  that  for  the  United  States  as  a 
whole  is  41. 

In  our  church  and  school  work  likewise  few  changes  have  taken 
place.  Eight  years  ago  ten  Friends  monthly  meetings  dotted  the 
northeastern  coast  of  the  Island.  Today  there  are  eleven.  The  mem- 
bership in  these  meetings  has  decreased  slightly,  from  1230  in  1927 
to  1 136  in  1935.  The  meetinghouses  are  also  school  rooms,  where 
the  children  attend  during  the  week  under  a  teacher  who  is  paid  by 
the  government.  The  fact  that  there  are  many  East  Indians  in  the 
Island  furnishes  many  interesting  contacts  and  experiences  in  some 
of  the  meetings.  That  at  Fellowship  is  an  example  of  this.  At  the 
present  time  the  membership  there  is  composed  of  94  East  Indians 
and  26  Jamaicans.  As  many  of  the  adult  East  Indian  members  do 
not  know  English,  the  meetings  are  usually  conducted  in  two 
languages.  The  songs  and  prayers  are  equally  divided  between  them. 
When  the  Scripture  is  read,  it  is  given  first  in  one  language  and  then 
in  the  other.  The  most  significant  feature  of  this  situation  is  the 
fact  that  they  feel  happy  over  the  fellowship  of  the  two  races. 
However,  this  hearty  race  cooperation  does  not  exist  in  all  situations 
in  the  country.  These  eleven  meetings  are  served  by  four  mission- 
aries and  two  national  workers. 

The  Lyndale  Girls  Home  and  the  Swift  Home  for  Boys  have 
continued  to  be  sources  of  blessing  and  enrichment  of  many  young 
lives.  While  some  of  the  inmates  of  these  Homes  are  orphans,  yet 
they  are  not  primarily  orphanages,  for  parents  send  their  children 
there  in  order  that  they  may  have  the  benefits  which  are  derived 
from  such  a  Home  organized  on  the  basis  of  developing  the  best 
through  the  administration  of  a  Christian  environment.  These  two 
Homes,  together  with  the  establishment  of  the  continuation  school 
at  Highgate,  have  tended  to  increase  the  importance  of  Highgate 
Center. 
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Our  one  secondary  school  in  Jamaica,  known  as  Happy  Grove,  has 
suffered  greatly,  due  to  the  decrease  in  attendance  because  of  the 
economic  conditions.  While  eight  years  ago  the  average  attendance 
was  175,  today  it  is  38.  This  raises  the  question  immediately  as  to 
whether  or  not  a  secondary  school  can  be  run  efficiently  with  the 
income  paid  by  38  students,  in  a  destitute  community.  Our  workers 
there  have  made  heroic  efforts,  and  although  no  doubt  mistakes 
have  been  made,  yet  the  impossibility  of  maintaining  a  school  with 
such  a  small  number  is  easily  recognized.  The  teachers  employed 
have  to  work  for  a  very  meager  income,  which,  of  course,  is  some- 
what compensated  by  the  fact  that  the  whole  economic  condition  is 
on  a  low  scale.  Two  years  ago  a  department  of  chemistry  was  added 
to  the  school,  and  a  laboratory  equipped  so  that  some  experimental 
laboratory  work  can  be  done. 

Mexico 

The  past  eight  years  have  seen  a  great  change  in  our  work  in 
Mexico.  Eight  years  ago  five  missionaries  were  on  the  field.  Today 
there  are  none.  At  that  time  our  work  was  centered  in  Victoria, 
Metamoras,  and  Matehuala.  Today  the  work  at  Metamoras  has 
been  discontinued  altogether  because  of  a  rapidly  decreasing  member- 
ship at  that  point,  and  because  the  buildings  have  been  completely 
destroyed  by  a  series  of  hurricanes.  Previously  we  had  two  well- 
established  schools  in  Victoria.  Today  both  of  these  have  been 
closed,  as  well  as  the  one  at  Metamoras.  The  only  school  which  we 
have  continued  is  the  one  at  Matehuala,  which  this  year  had  198 
pupils  enrolled.  Eight  years  ago  Fortunato  Castillo,  the  outstanding 
national  leader  of  Friends  in  Mexico,  was  in  the  prime  of  his  service. 
Last  year  an  incurable  malady  claimed  him,  and  Friends  there  have 
only  the  memory  of  that  beautiful  and  capable  spirit  which  for  so 
many  years  led  them  into  a  richer  experience  and  an  active  participa- 
tion in  the  work  of  education  and  the  church.  While  for  a  number 
of  years  the  political  and  social  conditions  of  Mexico  have  been 
unsettled,  today  they  are  more  unsettled  than  ever.  No  private 
school  is  supposed  to  exist  unless  its  director  and  teacher  subscribe 
to  the  doctrines  and  orientation  of  the  Socialist  regime.  All  reli- 
gious education  has  been  banned  from  schools  of  all  kinds,  both 
private  and  public.  No  minister  of  any  religion  is  allowed  to  con- 
duct a  school,  neither  is  one  who  receives  any  income  from  any 
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religious  organization  allowed  to  be  a  director  of  a  school.  Conse- 
quently a  large  number  of  the  missions  have  entirely  closed  up  their 
school  work,  and  are  seeking  other  ways  of  bringing  to  bear  the 
principles  of  Christian  living.  However,  some  that  have  been  closed 
have  been  asked  to  reopen.  The  laws  are  variously  interpreted  in 
the  different  provinces  of  the  country,  so  that  which  may  be  true  in 
one  province  may  not  be  true  in  another,  and  with  changes  of  ad- 
ministration, changes  in  policy  and  interpretation  of  the  laws  nat- 
urally follow.  All  these  changes  have  made  the  administration  of 
missionary  work  in  Mexico  an  interesting  but  puzzling  problem. 
Whether  or  not  the  total  result  will  be  gain  or  loss  it  is  too  early  to 
prophesy  or  anticipate.  All  is  in  a  state  of  flux.  We  have  yet  to 
learn  whether  that  change  is  progress  or  not.  But  in  spite  of  these 
unsettled  conditions,  Friends  have  a  Yearly  Meeting  in  Mexico,  con- 
ducted entirely  by  nationals  themselves,  with  their  regularly  ap- 
pointed clerks,  committees,  and  superintendent  of  evangelistic  work 
and  director  of  the  one  school  which  still  remains  at  Matehuala. 
I.  Castillo  Huerta  is  giving  his  time,  with  little  remuneration,  to  the 
general  oversight  of  the  church  work  and  the  property  there.  The 
church  work  at  Victoria  is  led  by  Juan  R.  Valverde,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Union  Seminary  of  Mexico.  Francisco  E.  Estrello,  also 
a  graduate  of  Union  Seminary,  is  serving  as  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Matehuala,  and  Leopoldo  D.  Savola,  the  only  one  left  of  that  "old 
school"  of  leaders,  is  serving  the  little  meeting  at  Xicotencalt  as 
pastor. 

The  property  in  Mexico  is  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  because  of  the 
law  forbidding  religious  organizations  from  holding  property.  Con- 
sequently the  deeds  to  the  property  there  have  been  placed  in  the 
name  of  individuals.  Several  years  ago  an  effort  was  made  to 
establish  a  holding  company  to  take  over  these  properties,  but  due 
to  the  complexity  of  conditions,  the  slowness  by  which  such  things 
are  accomplished,  and  the  changes  which  take  place,  this  has  never 
been  completed.  The  properties  are  still  held  in  the  names  of  the 
individuals  as  formerly.  Under  the  existing  circumstances  it  would 
seem  wise,  and  the  Board  is  considering  the  proposition,  to  sell  some 
of  these  properties  which  are  not  in  actual  use  today. 
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Palestine 

Friends'  work  in  the  Holy  Land  may  be  conveniently  discussed 
under  three  headings,  viz:  religious,  social,  and  educational. 

Religious  Work.  During  the  school  year  the  Friends  Meetinghouse 
cannot  accommodate  all  the  boarding  pupils  of  both  schools.  In 
vacation  the  usual  attendance  is  about  fifty,  many  of  whom  are  not 
Friends.  Of  late  several  people  have  joined  Friends.  The  type  of 
membership  has  changed  from  the  simple  and  uneducated  to  the 
more  influential.  It  is  the  student  and  teacher  rlass  which  has 
lately  been  attracted  to  Friends. 

In  the  last  five  years  progress  has  been  made  iii  the  matter  of 
financial  support  from  the  Friends  Meeting.  For  the  first  time,  the 
Meeting  contributed  something  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  pas- 
tors, Irving  and  Anna  Kelsey.  For  several  years  the  Meeting  has 
been  helping  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Bible  Woman  in  the 
villages. 

To  be  a  real  spiritual  power  in  the  community,  the  Meeting  needs 
a  strong  leader  to  devote  his  whole  energy  in  its  service.  Since 
1927  it  has  been  faithfully  served  by  Alvano  Goddard,  Irving  Kelsey 
and  James  Sutton.  The  most  discouraging  feature  has  been  our 
inability  to  find  a  Palestinian  who  is  ready  to  do  this  work. 

Ram  Allah  Monthly  Meeting  belongs  to  the  Syria  and  Palestine 
Yearly  Meeting  which  was  established  about  ten  years  ago  and  is 
still  struggling.  With  faith,  courage,  and  patience,  this  Yearly  Meet- 
ing may  be  developed  into  a  strong  little  body  which  will  be  a 
witness  to  Christ  in  the  cradle  of  Christianity. 

Social  Activities.  Connected  with  the  Meeting  is  a  Woman's  Club 
which  was  started  for  the  women  of  the  meeting  but  which  now 
includes  most  of  the  leading  women  of  the  town.  During  the  year 
they  meet  fortnightly  and  make  a  large  quantity  of  clothing  to  be 
given  to  the  poor  at  Christmas  time.  They  have  committees  for 
visiting  the  poor  and  sick,  for  improving  the  health  conditions  in 
the  town  and  for  stimulating  gardening  and  the  beautification  of 
the  home.  Help  and  stimulation  is  brought  through  lectures  and 
talks. 

Educational  Work.  Village  Schools.  The  last  few  years  have  seen 
the  disappearance  of  all  but  one  of  the  village  schools.  This  is  most 
unfortunate  as  the  need  there  for  our  service  is  the  greatest.  But 
the  reduced  budget  has  not  allowed  anything  for  village  schools 
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and  as  the  villages  are  not  in  a  position  to  help  themselves,  the 
schools  had  to  be  dropped. 

Boarding  Schools.  The  two  boarding  schools  are  the  backbone 
of  the  Friends'  work  in  Palestine.  Perhaps  the  most  significant 
trend  has  been  the  development  of  native  leadership  and  initiative. 
Friends  are  the  pioneers  in  Palestine  in  this  regard  as  there  is  not 
another  missionary  institution  which  has  shown  so  much  faith  in 
native  responsibility.  Friends  did  this  before  "Rethinking  Missions" 
was  published. 

When  America  was  experiencing  six  years  of  depression  and  the 
budget  was  gradually  reduced,  these  boarding  schools  continued  to 
prosper.  They  are  about  75  per  cent  self-supporting.  In  the  last 
few  years  they  have  doubled  their  numbers  and  income  from  fees. 
The  academic  standard  has  been  raised,  the  library  facilities  and  lab- 
oratory equipment  improved  and  some  of  the  teachers  sent  abroad  for 
travel  and  study.  The  home  economics  department  and  the  kinder- 
garten have  been  developed  in  the  Girls  School  and  a  beginning  has 
been  made  on  a  commercial  department  in  the  Boys  School.  Since 
1928  three  substantial  stone  buildings  have  been  erected,  two  at  the 
Girls  School  and  one  at  the  Boys.  The  first  was  a  memorial  for 
Ermina  Jones  Totah  and  it  houses  the  home  economics  work.  The 
second  is  Grant  Hall,  made  possible  by  William  Grant,  of  New  York, 
in  honor  of  his  brother  and  sister,  Elihu  and  Almy  Grant,  of  Haver- 
ford.  The  third  is  a  class-room  building,  the  money  for  which  came 
altogether  from  the  field.  The  nucleus  was  a  fund  raised  by  the 
old  girls  and  called  the  Alice  Jones  Scholarship  Fund.  This  fund 
has  made  possible  two  scholarships  of  $50  each  for  worthy  and 
needy  girls. 

A  recent  development  has  been  the  rush  of  Moslems  to  our 
boarding  schools.  Both  Moslem  boys  and  girls  are  coming  in  such 
numbers  that  we  are  contemplating  limiting  them  to  thirty  per  cent. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  said  that  Friends  in  America  have  every 
reason  to  be  encouraged  over  their  labor  of  love  where  our  Master 
was  born.  It  has  been  growing,  developing  and  taking  root  for  the 
last  sixty-seven  years.  The  last  five  years  have  seen  it  better 
established  and  getting  as  full  public  confidence  as  is  possible. 

There  is  room  for  Friends'  service  in  Palestine.  There  is  room  for 
more  work,  more  departments  and  further  development  if  Friends 
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will  accept  the  challenge,  increase  their  faith  and  venture  out  in 
the  service  of  the  Master. 

Tennessee 

In  the  fall  of  1927,  Edward  Ransome  began  the  work  of  soliciting 
funds  for  the  building  of  the  new  Meetinghouse  at  Three  Points  to 
replace  the  old  Maynards  Chapel.  In  the  Spring  of  1928  the  lumber 
was  sawed  from  trees  which  grew  near  the  building  site  and  during 
that  Winter  and  the  next  Spring  the  building  was  erected  and  was 
dedicated  in  June,  1929.  The  present  building,  which  was  built  the 
same  size  that  the  old  one  was,  but  in  a  more  accessible  place,  is 
now  much  too  small  for  present  needs,  while  the  old  one  was  seldom 
more  than  half  filled. 

Over  this  same  period  of  years  and  from  various  communities  the 
missionaries  have  been  discovering  young  people  who  needed  some 
one  to  take  the  initiative  in  getting  them  out  to  school.  In  many 
of  these  instances  our  workers  have  taken  the  initiative  for  them 
with  the  result  that  they  have  now  in  their  communities  a  number 
of  high  school  and  a  few  college  graduates. 

In  September,  1928,  Fred  L.  McMillin  came  to  this  work.  There 
were  outlying  points  where  Christian  work  needed  to  be  done  and 
where  services  were  much  needed.  The  work  was  adjusted  so  that 
Fred  McMillin  could  find  time  to  go  over  to  White  Oak  Flats,  an 
isolated  community  with  no  church.  They  now  have  Sunday  school 
in  the  school  house  and  preaching  service  once  a  month.  The  same 
is  true  of  the  Lovin  community  where  Sunday  School  and  preaching 
services  are  now  held. 

They  still  continue  to  have  their  revival  meetings  in  the  summer 
time  each  year,  which  makes  the  summer  an  exceedingly  busy  time. 
The  meetings  have  proved  to  be  a  great  blessing. 

Through  the  years,  Edward  Ransome  and  Fred  McMillin  have 
continued  to  use  the  few  acres  of  land  which  they  have,  in  an  effort 
to  demonstrate  intensive  farming.  They  are  convinced  that  the 
mountaineer  farmer  should  do  a  better  job  of  farming,1  using  less 
acres  and  producing  larger  crops.  Many  people  say  to  them,  "We 
never  saw  such  poor  land  so  improved  as  the  land  you  have." 

The  work  has  continued  to  grow  through  the  years.  The  mem- 
bership of  the  monthly  meeting  makes  a  steady  gain  year  by  year. 
The  missionaries  are  conscious  of  a  deepening  in  spiritual  life  on 
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the  part  of  some.  These  have  indeed  been  years  of  struggle  for  the 
mountaineer  people  and  we  feel  that  the  struggle  has  been  worth 
while,  for  some  have  learned  to  hold  steady  and  press  forward. 

Western  Indians 

The  past  eight  years  have  covered  the  second  half  of  a  period 
of  fresh  effort  by  Friends  to  help  the  American  Indians.  A  guiding 
principle  of  this  entire  period  has  been  the  selection  of  missionary 
workers  especially  fitted  by  experience  and  training  to  give  expert 
guidance  and  help  to  the  Indians,  not  only  spiritually,  but  also  in 
their  economic  and  social  problems  and  in  their  struggle  for  better 
education. 

The  four  mission  centers  and  one  outpost  still  maintained  by 
Friends  among  Oklahoma  Indians  have  become  increasingly  dis- 
tinctive in  their  types  of  service.  While  all  use  preaching  and  teach- 
ing as  forms  of  Christian  ministry,  each  serves  also  in  ways  especially 
its  own.  In  Ottawa  County  our  opportunities  at  Wyandotte  are 
pre-eminently  with  young  people,  800  of  them,  and  largely  along 
educational  lines;  in  Seneca  Council  House  community  the  older 
Indians  are  mingling  with  their  white  neighbors  in  church  attendance 
more  than  at  any  other  point;  among  the  Osages  the  organized 
church  is  outstanding  as  a  channel  of  service,  in  which  Osages  them- 
selves are  becoming  leaders;  our  Big  Jim  Mission  has  found  its  best 
opportunities  to  help  through  economic  service,  especially  through 
its  strawberry  industry;  and  the  Kickapoo  Mission,  besides  helping 
the  Kickapoos  constantly  with  their  family  and  social  problems,  has 
become  our  Center  for  conferences,  summer  camps  and  entertainment 
of  Indian  guests  for  week-ends  or  longer.  The  twice-a-week  visits 
of  our  workers  to  the  Indian  Tuberculosis  Sanitorium  maintained  by 
the  Government  at  Shawnee  find  other  unique  opportunities  among 
patients  from  all  tribes  in  Oklahoma. 

Personal  friendships  between  our  workers  and  Indian  families  or 
individuals  have  increased  until,  for  several  years  past,  about  1000 
Indians  have  been  contacted  regularly  through  farmers'  meetings, 
women's  club  work,  health  clinics,  and  other  adult  education  projects, 
young  people's  groups,  family  visiting,  social  and  recreational  ac- 
tivities and  religious  meetings  in  homes,  school  houses,  and  churches. 

Recent  years  have  seen  improvements  such  as:  appreciation  of  and 
an  increased  desire  to  establish  Christian  family  and  home  life,  less 
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fear  of  modern  medical  practice  and  hospitals,  improved  health 
conditions,  more  desire  for  education,  more  Indians  working  their 
own  farms  by  modern  methods,  and  a  decided  increase  in  Indian 
interest  in  Christianity.  Probably  about  50  have  become  Christians 
in  the  past  three  years.  The  Osages  have  built  a  large  new  wing  on 
their  church  building,  organized  their  own  Osage  Friends  Church, 
accepted  increasing  responsibility  for  leadership  in  its  activities,  con- 
tributed all  its  current  expenses  and  have  given  also  several  hundred 
dollars  for  missions  and  evangelism  among  Indians  and  for  Friends 
work  in  Africa  and  Tennessee.  First  steps  have  been  taken  towards 
organization  of  a  Kickapoo  church,  also,  but  the  time  for  that  is 
not  yet  here.  At  Wyandotte  a  large  new  church  building  was  erected 
in  1928  which  has  been  a  great  help  in  our  work  in  that  community. 
A  new  Monthly  Meeting  was  set  up  at  Seneca  Council  House  in 
November,  1927,  which  has  11  Indian  members.  Most  significant 
of  all  is  the  growing  group  of  Christian  Indians,  most  of  them  young 
people  who  are  showing  ability  and  desire  to  cooperate  with  us  in 
planning  and  working  for  their  own  people.  This  group  now  numbers 
about  20,  most  of  whom  have  had  at  least  some  high  school  educa- 
tion, a  few  being  high  school  graduates. 

The  so-called  Meriam  Survey  which  has  revolutionized  policies  of 
the  Government  Indian  service  since  1927  has  been  carefully  studied 
by  the  Indian  Committee  and  mission  workers  and  much  help  given 
to  Indians  towards  understanding  policies  adopted  by  passage  of  the 
Wheeler-Howard  Bill. 

Following  the  merging  of  the  old  Home  and  Foreign  Mission 
Boards  in  1929,  a  plan  was  worked  out  in  1930  for  joint  administra- 
tion of  Friends'  work  among  the  Indians  by  the  new  Board  of  Mis- 
sions and  the  Associated  Executive  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
but  since  1933  administrative  responsibility  has  been  shifted  back 
almost  entirely  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  largely  because 
of  decreasing  funds  for  administrative  expenses.  Financial  support 
of  the  Indian  work  decreased  from  $12,018  to  $6,041  in  the  peak 
years  of  1931  and  1933,  a  decrease  of  nearly  46  per  cent  in  average 
annual  income  for  the  past  three  years.  The  quality  of  service, 
however,  has  persisted  on  a  high  plane,  and  there  is  now  a  slight 
upward  trend  in  support. 

Since  1928-1929  five  Yearly  Meetings  of  the  General  Conference 
group  and  New  England  Yearly  Meeting  which  meets  at  Westerly, 
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Rhode  Island,  have  appointed  representatives  on  the  Associated 
Executive  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  have  cooperated  in  sup- 
port of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  work,  making  a  total  of  19  American 
Yearly  Meetings  which  have  been  represented  on  the  Committee 
since  1930.  Cooperation  of  younger  Friends  has  increased  in  definite 
ways  also,  especially  since  1933,  both  by  membership  on  the  Com- 
mittee and  through  special  service  projects. 

Howard  W.  Cope,  Chairman. 

Merle  L.  Davis,  Administrative  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  YOUNG  FRIENDS 
ACTIVITIES 

To  the  Five  Years  Meeting  of  1935: 

According  to  action  taken  by  the  Five  Years  Meeting  in  1927 
(Minute  124),  the  Young  Friends  Board  is  composed  of  the  heads 
of  the  Board  of  the  Young  Friends  work  or  Christian  Endeavor 
Union  in  each  Yearly  Meeting,  and  seven  members  at  large  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Friends  Board 
as  follows:  one  to  be  appointed  for  one  year,  two  for  two  years,  one 
for  three  years,  two  for  four  years,  and  one  for  five  years,  and  upon 
expiration  of  the  terms  of  service,  successors  shall  be  appointed  for 
terms  of  five  years  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Five  Years 
Meeting  upon  the  nomination  of  the  Young  Friends  Board.  In  the 
event  of  resignation  or  removal,  successors  shall  be  appointed  to  fill 
unexpired  terms  by  the  above  method  of  appointment.  This  method 
has  been  followed.  Those  serving  on  the  Executive  Committee  ac- 
cording to  this  arrangement  from  1927  until  1935  are  as  follows: 
George  Selleck,  Guy  W.  Solt,  Sumner  A.  Mills,  Isabel  Hartsuck, 
Anna  Wilson  Wilbur,  Ethel  Betty  Linton,  Byron  A.  Haworth,  Vern 
Conover,  David  W.  Day,  Clyde  A.  Milner,  Orville  Dennis,  Caroline 
Cox,  Edwin  Sanders,  Clarence  Cunningham,  Frank  Dorey,  Mildred 
Kearns,  Mary  Reynolds.  The  Executive  Committee  of  1934  is  as 
follows:  David  W.  Day,  chairman;  Edwin  Sanders,  treasurer;  Frank 
Dorey,  Canada;  Mildred  Kearns,  Western;  Caroline  Cox,  Indiana; 
Mary  Reynolds,  North  Carolina;  Clarence  Cunningham,  Western. 

Inasmuch  as  the  work  of  the  B.  Y.  F.  A.  has  been  carried  on  by 
three  different  Secretaries  between  the  years  of  1927  and  1935,  it 
seems  better  to  describe  the  work  under  special  headings  and  interests 
rather  than  by  time  periods. 
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Elizabeth  Marsh,  who  was  the  Executive  Secretary  at  the  time 
of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  in  1927,  continued  her  services  to  the 
Board.  She  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  from  September,  1928, 
to  December  of  the  same  year  to  study  at  Woodbrooke.  She  was 
also  granted  part-time  leave  from  February  1  to  June  1,  1930,  to 
do  Home  Service  Work  with  the  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee, continuing  Young  Friends  work  at  the  same  time. 

In  September,  1930,  David  and  Olive  Day  took  up  the  work  as 
joint  Secretaries  in  part-time  relationship,  during  which  time  they 
studied  at  Pendle  Hill.  This  arrangement  continued  through  June 
1,  193 1,  after  which  they  removed  to  Richmond  where  they  main- 
tained the  office  until  the  autumn  of  1933  when  they  left  Richmond 
to  work  under  the  Subsistence  Homestead  Division  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

There  was  no  Executive  Secretary  in  the  office  from  then  until 
after  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  December,  1934.  Edna  Coffin  took 
care  of  such  correspondence  as  was  continued,  and  arranged  for  the 

1933  Board  meeting. 

Emily  Parker,  just  returned  from  Woodbrooke,  was  asked  to 
spend  November  and  December,  1934,  in  the  office,  arranging  for  the 

1934  Board  meeting  and  considering  possibilities  for  the  continued 
need  for  and  work  of  the  Board  of  Young  Friends  Activities.  At 
the  1934  Board  meeting,  she  was  asked  to  serve  as  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board.  Some  of  the  special  interests  and  emphases  of 
Young  Friends  since  the  last  session  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting  might 
be  listed  as  follows: 

Conferences:  The  General  Conference  has  always  been  considered 
one  of  the  major  features  of  the  work  of  the  B.  Y.  F.  A.  In  1928, 
1929,  1930  were  held  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st  Annual  Young  Friends 
Conferences  at  Earlham,  the  high  peak  being  reached  in  1929  with 
a  significant  change  in  method  in  Conference  noted.  The  helpful 
influence  of  Friends  from  abroad  was  felt  in  this  conference.  We 
should  like  to  pay  special  tribute  in  this  report  to  the  memory  of  two 
Friends,  now  deceased,  who  contributed  so  much  to  the  thought  of 
the  Conference;  Roy  Calvert  and  John  William  Graham,  both  of 
London  Yearly  Meeting. 

No  General  Conference  was  held  in  193 1,  but  Yearly  Meeting  con- 
ferences and  camps  were  encouraged,  and  David  and  Olive  Day 
travelled  many  thousand  miles  in  visiting  among  Friends  in  various 
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Yearly  Meetings.  They  also  attended  the  Eastern  Young  Friends 
Conference  held  at  Westtown. 

In  1932,  the  General  Conference  was  held  at  Nebraska  Central 
College.  There  again  American  Young  Friends  profited  by  the 
presence  of  three  visiting  English  Young  Friends,  Marion  Doncaster, 
Myrtle  Wright,  and  Frank  Ward. 

In  1934,  the  American  Young  Friends  Fellowship  Conference  was 
held  at  Lake  Forest  with  Young  Friends  from  many  different  Yearly 
Meetings  in  attendance. 

The  year  1935  saw  no  General  Young  Friends  Conference  but 
every  Yearly  Meeting  had  some  special  conference  for  Young 
Friends  varying  from  a  camp  owned  and  directed  by  Young  Friends 
to  Young  Friends'  sessions  at  Yearly  Meetings.  Perhaps  the  most 
representative  gathering  was  found  in  the  Canadian  Young  Friends 
Camp  attended  by  a  large  number  of  American  Young  Friends 
from  various  Yearly  Meetings. 

Visitation:  In  regard  to  visitation  of  Yearly  Meetings  and  local 
Young  Friends  groups,  all  three  of  the  Secretaries  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  essential  pieces  of 
work  that  might  be  done  by  any  Executive  Secretary.  Only  by 
visiting  groups  personally  is  it  possible  to  know  how  the  B.  Y.  F.  A. 
can  be  of  most  help.  Ideas  and  suggestions  are  good  and  material  is 
helpful  only  in  so  far  as  they  are  suitable  to  the  groups  who  must 
use  them.  Furthermore,  one  individual  representing  the  Board  and 
moving  among  the  many  different  groups  may  help  to  weave  a 
thread  of  unity  throughout,  which  will  be  invaluable  in  encouraging 
a  sense  of  fellowship. 

Literature:  There  have  been  many  ways  of  keeping  in  touch  with 
Young  Friends  other  than  by  correspondence.  Friendly  News,  a 
little  paper  edited  by  Elizabeth  Marsh,  was  continued  throughout 
the  period  of  her  relationship  with  the  Board.  David  Day  issued 
a  less  expensive  but  very  informing  News  Bulletin,  a  mimeographed 
collection  of  news  and  items  of  interest.  The  Young  Friends  issue 
of  The  American  Friend,  which  appeared  once  a  quarter,  was  started 
in  1931.  This  continued  until  1933.  In  1935  a  Young  Friends  Page, 
to  appear  regularly  in  The  American  Friend,  was  started.  This  was 
to  serve  the  purpose  of  informing  more  Young  Friends  of  the 
various  activities  of  the  Board  and  for  further  purpose  of  offering 
guides  and  suggestions  for  Young  Friends  groups.    In  this  connec- 


42 


MINUTES    OF  THE 


tion  it  might  be  said  that  it  was  felt  that  Young  Friends  might 
profit  more  by  a  regular  reading  of  The  American  Friend  with  the 
additional  items  of  interest  to  Young  Friends  through  the  Young 
Friends  page,  than  by  confining  their  interest  to  four  Young  Friends 
issues.  To  this  end  subscriptions  to  the  church  paper  have  been 
encouraged  by  the  B.  Y.  F.  A.  The  cooperation  of  The  American 
Friend  in  furnishing  copies  for  distribution  among  Young  Friends 
has  been  most  helpful  and  greatly  appreciated. 

One  other  publication  should  be  mentioned,  The  Quest,  an  In- 
ternational Young  Friends  paper.  During  the  time  of  Elizabeth 
Marsh,  the  B.  Y.  F.  A.  furnished  part  of  the  editorial  staff  and 
cared  for  the  business  arrangements  in  this  country. 

Cooperation  in  Friendly  Service:  One  of  the  most  important  em- 
phases of  the  Young  Friends  Board  lies  in  the  effort  made  to  har- 
monize its  interests,  concerns,  and  activities  with  those  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  as  a  whole.  Young  Friends  are  anxious  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  separate  department,  alone  and  aloof,  but  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  Society  with  their  Board  serving  as  a  channel  through 
which  cooperation  becomes  natural  and  easy. 

In  the  interest  of  Peace  and  International  Relations,  Young 
Friends  have  always  had  an  active  part.  Elizabeth  Marsh,  as 
Secretary,  cooperated  in  the  formation  of  a  National  Young  Friends 
Committee  on  Military  Training  and  served  as  the  Executive  for 
the  committee  for  the  first  year.  This  question  has  received  the 
interest  and  attention  of  all  three  of  the  Secretaries.  Many  Young 
Friends  through  this  period  of  years  have  gone  as  Peace  Caravaners. 
In  1935,  the  Executive  Secretary  cooperated  in  securing  the  at- 
tendance of  representative  You^g  Friends  at  the  various  Institutes  of 
International  Relations. 

The  Home  Service  Section  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee has  offered  the  opportunity  for  many  Young  Friends  to  share 
the  Friendly  spirit  in  many  places  where  it  is  sorely  needed. 

Besides  the  cooperation  with  the  Home  Service  Section  in  which 
many  Young  Friends  share,  the  B.  Y.  F.  A.  has  devised  a  plan  of 
cooperation  with  the  Service  Committee  in  which  a  representative 
Young  Friend  (to  be  chosen  after  the  Yearly  Meeting  Young 
Friends  Boards  have  submitted  their  candidates)  is  to  have  a  year's 
experience  of  work  and  study  under  the  supervision  of  the  Service 
Committee.   This  Young  Friend  will  be  used  at  the  direction  of  the 
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Board  to  )Share  with  Young  Friends  groups  the  firsthand  knowledge 
of  the  work  of  the  Service  Committee  in  its  various  fields  of  activity. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Young  Friends  Board  is  always  a  co-opted 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee.  This  assures  a  real  cooperating  unity  between  the  two 
organizations. 

During  the  winter  of  1930,  the  Bryan  and  Edith  Michener  project 
was  sponsored.  Its  purpose  was  to  supplement  the  Mission  Board 
Budget  in  order  to  assure  the  sending  of  the  Micheners  to  Africa. 
Young  Friends  responded  to  the  sum  of  about  $500. 

In  1935,  representatives  of  the  Young  Friends  Board  were  invited 
to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Missions  Board.  This  afforded  oppor- 
tunity for  Young  Friends  to  understand  better  the  problems  and 
opportunities  of  that  Board.  Several  Young  Friends  are  at  present 
serving  in  far  distant  places  under  the  direction  of  the  Mission 
Board. 

The  Executive  Secretary  was  invited,  in  1935,  to  attend  the 
Executive  Committee  Meeting  of  the  Indian  Committee  at  which 
time  plans  for  a  cooperative  program  between  the  Young  Friends 
Board  and  the  Indian  Committee  were  launched. 

Young  Friends  interpret  the  spirit  of  Missions  and  World  Service 
to  be  not  a  pitting  of  one  field  against  another  nor  of  the  value  of 
evangelism  against  the  rehabilitation  of  the  dispossessed,  but  rather 
a  keen  sensitivity  to  need,  wherever  it  may  be,  and  of  whatever 
nature,  the  desire  to  match  that  need  with  a  constructive  Christian 
contribution  according  to  their  ability,  fired  by  the  conviction  that 
the  abundant  life  is  the  right  of  all.  This  belief  will  drive  some  to 
Africa,  others  to  the  coal  fields,  some  to  Palestine,  and  others  to 
Indian  villages.  And  those  whose  ability  lies  not  in  sharing  physically 
will  discover  ways  of  sharing  mentally  and  spiritually.  In  this  spirit 
Young  Friends  desire  to  share  in  the  total  program  of  the  Society 
of  Friends. 

The  Larger  Fellowship:  Young  Friends  have  always  felt  the 
desire  to  reach  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  Yearly  Meetings  into 
a  wider  fellowship  of  Friends.  The  General  Conferences  have  always 
profitably  included  Young  Friends  from  many  different  Yearly 
Meetings. 

The  Board  Meetings  in  1932  and  1933  were  the  scenes  of  a  gath- 
ering of  a  large  number  of  Friends  other  than  those  of  the  Five 
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Years  Meeting,  and  a  desire  was  expressed  to  encourage  fellowship 
and  cooperation  among  Young  Friends.  The  American  Young 
Friends  Fellowship  Conference  at  Lake  Forest  was  the  outgrowth  of 
the  1933  Board  meeting.  Several  of  the  Board  members  are  serving 
on  the  Central  Committee  of  the  American  Young  Friends  Fellow- 
ship, thus  assuring  a  continued  cooperation. 

The  Board  also  cooperated  in  arrangements  for  and  participation 
in  the  Ail-American  Friends  Conference  in  1929. 

But  the  fellowship  has  extended  farther  than  this  country.  In 
1928  the  Board  cooperated  in  sending  a  Young  Friends  delegation  to 
Europe.  The  Five  Years  Meeting  group  sponsored  the  sending  of 
five  members  of  the  group:  one  Canadian  (Edith  Valentine),  E.  Betty 
Linton  (Wilmington),  Clarence  Cunningham  (Western),  and  Eliza- 
beth Marsh  (Nebraska)  ;  one  Conservative  Friend  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Ruth  Outland.  The  group  spent  a  month  and  a  half  travelling 
with  English  and  German  Friends  in  England  and  Germany  and 
attended  German  Yearly  Meeting  and  a  German  summer  school. 
They  then  attended  the  World  Young  Friends  Conference  in  Bel- 
gium, and  the  World  Youth  Peace  Congress  in  Holland. 

In  1932,  the  Board  cooperated  in  arranging  for  the  visit  among 
Friends  of  the  three  English  Young  Friends:  Marion  Doncaster, 
Myrtle  Wright,  and  Frank  Ward.  In  1934,  it  cooperated  in  sending 
a  group  of  American  Young  Friends  to  visit  among  English  Friends 
and  Friends  on  the  Continent.  The  group  included:  Anne  Coppock, 
Beatrice  Shipley,  Margaret  Tyson,  Ann  Silver,  Merritt  Webster, 
Elmore  Jackson,  and  Ardith  Emmons.  They  attended  London 
Yearly  Meeting,  visited  among  English  Friends,  attended  the  German 
Yearly  Meeting,  visited  in  France  and  Holland,  concluding  with  an 
International  Young  Friends  Conference  at  Copenhagen. 

Young  Friends  everywhere  are  sensing  the  value  of  the  encourage- 
ment which  comes  from  feeling  that  we  are  a  part  of  a  World 
Fellowship  of  Friends. 

Then  beyond  the  confines  even  of  Quakerism,  Young  Friends  reach 
to  cooperate  with  Youth  of  all  denominations.  The  Executive  Secre- 
tary has  always  served  on  the  Young  People's  Professional  Advisory 
section  of  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  International  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor. 
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In  the  Rummer  of  1935,  the  Executive  Secretary  served  on  the 
staff  of  the  Geneva  Girls'  Camp,  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin — the  camp 
sponsored  by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  cooperate  with  the  new  United 
Youth  program — Christian  Youth  Building  a  New  World.  Young 
Friends  join  with  them  as  they  say,  "We  are  determined  to  be  led 
by  our  faith  and  not  our  fears,  to  use  the  experience  of  the  past 
where  it  will  help,  and  to  become  pioneers  where  experience  fails." 

Increasing  experience  in  our  work  makes  us  certain  that  the  genius 
of  Quakerism  lies  not  in  any  organization  but  in  individual  convic- 
tion and  action  which  spring  as  the  inevitable  result.  However,  if 
our  Board  may  help  in  discovering  Young  Friends  interests,  in 
helping  to  make  certain  issues  and  concerns  more  vivid,  in  opening 
opportunities  for  action  once  there  is  conviction,  and  above  all  in 
creating  a  sense  of  Fellowship,  which  brings  courage  and  joy  for 
those  determined  to  face  the  practical  implication  of  such  convic- 
tion, it  will  have  carried  out  the  purpose  it  understands  to  be  its 
share  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

David  W.  Day,  Chairman. 

S.  Emily  Parker,  Executive  Secretary. 


